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A COMMUNITY OF THE CROSS:  

 
GALATIANS 6:11-14 
By Pastor Jim Lincoln on Sunday, May 25, 2008 (Memorial Day Sunday) 
 
4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÕÓ ÁÓ Á ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ  0ÁÕÌ 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ×ȣÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓȢȱ ɉ0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÁÎÓ σȡρπɊ  7Å 
have honored those who have given their lives in the service of their country.  Now, 
we want to honor Christ who, Ȱsuffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
ÂÒÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȣȱ ρ0ÅȢ σȡρ 
 

GALATIANS: 
 
)Î 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÄÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÁÇÁÎÉÓÍ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÓÏ ÂÁÄ that synagogues all 
over the Roman world, began to fill up with Gentiles who had had enough of the 
corruption.  Gentiles were being drawn to the consistent moral values and 
standards practiced by Jews.  These Gentiles were even called God fearers because 
ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÒÕÅ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ )ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ 'ÏÄȢ  However, 
most drew the line at circumcision.  Asking an adult male to get circumcised was 
asking very much.   When Paul came into the synagogues saying that sinners could 
find peace with a holy God and become a citizen in the common wealth of Israel, 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ )ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÉÁÌ ÌÁ×ȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÙÎÁÇÏÇÕÅ 
'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓȟ ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐÓȢ  0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
furious.  Some even tried to have him killed. Some even made vows not to eat nor 
drink until they had killed him.  Others visited churches where Paul had preached 
attempting to persuade the believers to be circumcised.  
 
.Ï×ȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÌÁÓÈ ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁl issue for Paul.   
Remember, he had Timothy circumcised.  The deeper issues had to do with the 
motive and theology behind this effort.    
 

PRETENDING 
 
In v.12 Paul says that the Judaisersȭ motive was to make a good showing in the flesh.  
The Greek phrase comÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÉÎÓÉÎÃÅÒÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ×ÈÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
said they were.   At the end of v. 13, Paul writes that they wanted, ȰÔÏ ÂÏÁÓÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ 
fleshȢȱ  4ÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÏÁÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÃÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÔ ÆÏÒ 
Judaism.  Just as David boasted in the number of Philistine foreskins he took, like 
trophy hunters they wanted to be able to report or boast to the Jews the numbers of 
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their converts to Judaism. Their motive was not at all to serve God. Their motive was 
to make an impression on men.  4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÇÌÏÒÙ 
and not crucified to it at all.  They were seeking the approval of men, not God.  How 
about us? 
 

TO AVOID PERSECUTION 
 
He mentions a second motive in v. 12.  They tried to get people circumcised so they 
wÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ persecuted for the cross.   But why would they be persecuted for the 
cross?  And what does this have to do with circumcision?  Much.  The cross implied 
several things.  It meant that man as a sinner brings himself under a curse before 
God.  And to bÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÕÒÓÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÄÉÅÄȢ  .Ï×ȟ ÇÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ Á 
sinner and is under a curse that only Christ can bear and see if you get a warm 
embrace.  More often than not you will get a hostile or angry reaction.  This is one 
offense of the cross.  Second, the cross means that nothing any man or woman can 
ÄÏ ÍÅÒÉÔÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒȢ  )Æ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÅÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭs death would not be 
necessary.  So, the cross humbles us and leaves the record of our own righteousness 
as inadequate before God.   And faithfulness to that message will get you into trouble 
with many people.  These teachers were so much alive to the approval, fellowship, 
ÉÄÅÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÅÌÌÏ× *Å×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÅÍÂÒÁÃÅ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
cross.  The cost of discipleship was too much.   4ÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÏÁÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ  )Ô 
was an embarrassment, a threat to their social network, self-esteem and perhaps 
business success.  Now, this was so serious that Paul takes the pen away from his 
secretary and says (v.11), Ȱ,ÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ )ȭm using to make my pointȢȱ 
 
And after revealing the deception of those who had come to Galatia to get their 
quota of converts to Judaism, he lists several points about what it means to be a 
community of the cross.  I want to pick out three this morning.  

 
1. As believers and followers of Christ, we accept and even embrace the 

offensiveness or the shame of the cross (12).   
2. We not only accept this; the cross is our boast (14). 
3. The message of the cross liberates us as we crucify ourselves to the world 

and world to us (14).   
 

So, Christians accept the shame of the cross.  We boast in the cross.  And, because of 
the blessings of the cross we crucify ourselves to the world and it to us (14).   

 

FIRST, WE ACCEPT THE OFFENSIVENESS OF THE CROSS  
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This is part of becoming a real Christian.  A real Christian accepts that the cross is an 
ÉÎÓÕÌÔȠ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅȢ  #ÒÕÃÉÆÉØÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ Á ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÉÎÇ, horrific event.  It meant that the 
person crucified was a criminal, a failure, and a loser.  He was a person who had 
been publicly humiliated and shamed.  To identify with Christ, is to bear that kind of 
reproach.   In 5:11, Paul calls the cross a stumbling block or a huge obstacle in the 
way of faith.  Why?  Well, it meant that the record of your righteousness contributes 
nothing to your acceptance with God.  It means to come to God we have to repent 
not only of our sins but our perceived righteousness as well.  It meant that we must 
come to Christ with empty hands to receive His record not to offer up ours as any 
boast or merit.   

 
It means that Jesus had to die in our place for us to have peace with God.    And that 
is so, because sins never go into thin air.  We said several weeks ago that when we 
sin, someone always pays.   

 
Look, if I borrow your bicycle and then through neglect lose it, someone has to pay.   
) ÍÉÇÈÔ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÏÒÒÙȢȱ  "ÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȠ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÉÔȢȱ  4ÈÁÔ 
ÓÉÎ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÅÖÁÐÏÒÁÔÅ into thin air.  You absorbed the loss.  Either I pay the debt or 
you absorÂ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÉËÅȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÄÅÂÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÖÁÎÉÓÈ ÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎ ÁÉÒȢ   

 
.Ï×ȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅ Á ÂÉÃÙÃÌÅȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
receiving end of a personal attack, meanness, indifference or a failure of love.  If you 
have, you can either stay angry, talk bad about that person, gossip and by so doing 
make them pay down the debt or you can forgive.  But, if you forgive you will pay.  
And the currency of that payment is the emotional pain of not receiving the 
justice you may or think you deserve.  And, beloved, that hurts.  And that is the 
cost of forgiveness.  And that is often what it means to take up your cross.  It is to 
take up this pain.  How would you advertise this in a church ad?  Where does it fit 
ÕÎÄÅÒȟ Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ÏÎ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÆÕÎȢȱ  "ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÓÉÎȟ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
ÐÁÙÓȢ &ÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÖÅÒÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÓÉÎȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÃÈÏÏÓÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÅØÁÃÔ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
always hurts. 

 
.Ï×ȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÕÓȢ  ) ÃÁÎ ÍÁËÅ ÒÅÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÏÓÔ ÏÒ 
stolen bicycle.  But if you think clearly about what you have done to, thought of, and 
said about people throughout your life, you would have to spend the rest of your life 
making restitution and you would never be able to pay it back.  When I was 
converted I tried to make a list of all my offences and attempted to make restitution.  
However, the more I worked at it the longer the list got, until I realized how 
impossible that project was.  And more importantly, God deserves our absolute and 
total submission since the day we are born.  'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄ 
is that we love Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength all the time.  
)ÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅȩ  (Å ÁÕÔÈÏÒÅÄ ÕÓȢ $ÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÕÓȩ  (Å ÇÉÖÅÓ 
you the air you breathe and ÍÁËÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÎÅÒÖÏÕÓ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ×ÏÒËȢ  9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
chose to breathe.  He causes the food we eat to grow.  He makes and sustains the 
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sunshine and the rain.  Yet, how can we pay back the countless times we have not 
given God His due?  Beloved, please know that sins are religious before they are 
ÍÏÒÁÌȢ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÍÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȢ  What happens to a sin when the cost of the 
restitution exceeds your net worth?  How do you get out from under that?  (13) 
Paul says that if the Jews were thinking straight they would have to admit that even 
ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÌÁ×Ȣ  )Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÃÉÓÉÏÎ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÉÔ ÁÌÌȢ   

 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ: No one can make sufficient restitution!  Restitution is 
beyond our net worth.  But the justice of God demands that sin be punished.  What 
would you think of a judge that said to a thief, a murderer, or the executives at 
%ÎÒÏÎȟ Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ÙÏÕ can go 
freeȱȩ  You would be outraged! 

 
If your brother was murdered and at the triaÌ ÔÈÅ ËÉÌÌÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÓÏÒÒÙȢȱ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÊÕÄÇÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÅÌÌ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔȠ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÆÒÅÅȢȱ  7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭt 
ÁÂÓÏÒÂ ÔÈÁÔȢ  )Æ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÂÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÕÒÄÅÎȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÓÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ Á ÃÉÖÉÌÉÚÅÄ 
society for very long.  And you all know it.  Someone has to pay.  Every sin must be 
ÐÁÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÙ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÌȟ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ 
each other not to speak of the debt we owe God.  Because ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÐÉÔal 
to pay it! 

 
4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰGod sent forth His Son who knew no sin to become sin for us that we 
might be made the righteousness of God IN HIM.ȱ   
 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓȢ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ pay a fine.  Our sins are capital 
ÏÆÆÅÎÃÅÓȢ  (Å ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÄÉÅ ÁÓ Á ÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌȢ   'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁt the soul that sins shall 
die.  Being sorry is insufficient.  Penitence is insufficient.   
 
7ÈÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ) ÇÏ ÔÏ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔȩȱ  )ÓÎȭÔ ÈÅ Á ÌÏÖÉÎÇ 
God who forgives?  Again, you would be outraged with a judge who did this.   
Beloved, What it took for us to be forgiven reveals the sinfulness of sin.  By 
nature, we minimize sin.  When Jesus told Peter that He had to die for sin, Peter said, 
Ȱ.Ïȟ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÔÕÆÆ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÅÁÔÈȢȱ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ3ÁÔÁÎȟ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÅ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÍÅȢȱ  Ȱ0ÅÔÅÒ 
ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÓÉÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȢȱ   
 
Look, if anything short of the death of Christ would have been sufficient to make 
things right between us and God, ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÈÅ 
would have used it and saved Jesus from death?  If your moral effort, good 
intentions, religious ritual, a descent moral record, if any of these could have been 
good enough to grÁÎÔ ÕÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÁÃÅȟ ÓÕÒÅÌÙ 'ÏÄ would not have crushed his Son.     
 
7ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅ Ïf the cross?  Our sins are so bad that only through the cross can 
we come to the Father.  If anyone could get to God any other way, it renders the 
cross ridiculous.  That would then be the way.  This is why Jesus claimed to be the 
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only way, truth, and life to peace with God.  He is the only way.  Who else can take 
away our sins?  
 
And this offense is ecumenical.   If offends everyone.  Because it insists that 
everyone is a helpless sinner.  It took the Son of God to die for us all and nothing else 
is sufficientȢ  4ÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÍÁËÅÓ ÎÏ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 
ÈÏÐÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ   )Ô ÅØÐÏÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȢ    !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
cross.  As believer and follower of Christ we accept this and even embrace it.  
(ÅÂȢρσȡρσȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ (ÉÍ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐȟ ÂÅÁÒÉÎÇ (ÉÓ ÒÅÐÒÏÁÃÈȢȱ  $Ï ×Åȩ 
 

SECOND: WE EVEN BOAST IN IT 
 
Now, Paul says more.  He says that believers not only accept this but that we even 
boast in it.  What do you brag about to yourself?  By nature we brag about what 
makes us look good and important.  So, what do you think makes you look good?  Is 
it looks, clothes, achievements, who you know, your smarts, status, (surely not your 
grand children,) your possessions?  What, in your mind, is worth bragging about?   
 
A Christian is someone who, more and more, discovers that that which is most 
worthy of bragging about is the cross of Christ.   
 
(ÅÒÅȭÓ some irony.  To millions of people who carry the agonizing burden of low self 
ÅÓÔÅÅÍȟ ÔÈÅÒÁÐÉÓÔÓ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ#ÏÍÅȟ ÌÉÓÔÅÎȣÍÁËÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢȱ  4ÈÅÙ ÓÈine the 
spotlight on their achievements, successes, contributions, competencies and innate 
worth as human beings with enormous human potential and they say, ȰSee, in light 
ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÆÅÅÌ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢȱ  There is a Christian version 
of this.  And then guess what happens?  The moment the counselee compares herself 
with someone who has more of these things her self-esteem plummets again.    
 
Look, the way to feel good about you is just the opposite.  Stop making so much of 
yourself and start making much of who is really worthy of it: God.  You were made 
ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 'ÏÄȢ  .ÏÔ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢ  9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ  9ÏÕ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ 
made to carry that weight.  The way to have appropriate self-appreciation is to 
make much of God (boast).  A funny thing happens on the way to authentic 
worship.  You feel better about yourself precisely because you have taken yourself 
out of being the gravitational pull of everything that is.  If the worship you attend 
makes much of God and not you, when you boast in the one thing that is the most 
worthy boast of all and put that as the gravitational center of your life, you start to 
feel better.  And that greatest and most worthy thing there is to make much of is the 
loving and sacrificial death of tÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÁÐÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÓ 
the center of the universe.  What we need is theology.  We need to make much of 
God and what He has done in His Son, Jesus Christ.  Have we exchanged theology for 
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therapy?  Listen to sermons?  Who are they talking about? In an effort to become 
relevant to our world we run the risk of becoming like the world and not crucified to 
it at all.  However, the cross is that which is worthy of our boast. 
 

THE CROSS IS THE ONLY PLACE IN HISTORY 
WHERE PERFECT LOVE AND PERFECT JUSTICE MEET 
 
0ÓȢψωȡρτȟ ȰRighteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne.  Lovingkindness 
and truth go before you.  How blessed are the people who know this joyful soundȢȱ   
 
If you seek your self-esteem in making much of yourself, there are only two 
outcomes.  You will either become puffed up with pride or you will be filled with 
shame.  Instead, we boast, exult, honor, prize, cherish, brag about, appreciate and 
ÒÅÖÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ our greatest 
boast.  On the cross Jesus wore a crown of thorns.   Perfect majesty and perfect 
meekness met on the cross.  Perfect authority and perfect submission met on the 
cross.  Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, conquered every adversary and Jesus as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world met at the cross.  The death 
ÔÈÁÔ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅ ÍÅÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ  'ÌÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÉÌÉÔÙ ÍÅÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 
most wondrous thing to boast about.  Never before was more love for God and man 
given than at the cross and never before was more hatred of sin expressed.  These 
both met at the cross.  Therefore it is the thing we boast about more than any other.   
 
3ÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÓ ÙÏÕȟ ÉÎÓÕÌÔÓ ÙÏÕȟ ÁÂÕÓÅÓ ÙÏÕȣ ÙÅÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÕÒÔÓȢ  But on the Cross, 
God loved you.  !ÎÄ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÐÁÒÅ ÈÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȩ  If 
he has done the hardest thing and the most unimaginable sacrifice for you, is there 
ÁÎÙ ÌÅÓÓÅÒ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȩ  3ÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÍÁÙ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ 
ugly or unattractive.  Because of the cross God sees you as beautiful because your 
life is now hidden in His Son Jesus who is the most beautiful of all.  Some would 
make you feel condemned, shamed, and unworthy of love.  Because of the cross, God 
says you are accepted and calls you his beloved.   Some would make you feel afraid.  
However, because of the cross you are the sheep of His pasture and under His 
tender care.   There are plenty of fear mongers today.  But His perfect love drives out 
fear. 
 
Beloved, our primary, biggest, deepest boast and exultation is the Cross of Christ.  
)ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌȟ ×ÉÓÅȟ ÈÏÌÙȟ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓȟ ÔÅÎÄÅÒȟ ÌÏÖÉÎÇȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅȟ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇȟ 
staggering, and wondrous thing anyone can consider.   Followers of Christ accept 
and embrace the offense of the Cross.  Not only that we exult and boast in it as our 
deepest and greatest boast. 
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BECAUSE OF THE BLESSINGS OF THE CROSS, WE CRUCIFY 

OURSELVES TO THE WORLD AND THE WORLD TO US.  
 
"ÅÌÏÖÅÄȟ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÆÒÅÅ for the world if we are not free from it.  If we need too 
much of its approval, its passions, acceptance, wisdom, values, offerings, sense of 
morality, ×Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ  0ÁÕÌȟ ÓÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÖȢ ρτȟ 
Ȱ"ÕÔ ÍÁÙ ÉÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÏÁÓÔȟ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ Jesus Christ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÒÕÃÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȣȱ 
 
In Gal. 5, Paul talks about crucifying the flesh.   Most of us heard a lot of preaching 
about that.  But this is different.  Here, he is telling us that we have to become dead 
to the world and those in it. Let me ask you this.  How does a corpse react when you 
go and insult it?  Does that insult bother a corpse?  
 
0ÁÕÌ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓ 
because he was liberated from the need to have the world bend itself to make him 
happy.  His gladness was in Christ.  He was crucified to the world and all it offers and 
claims. 
 

PSALM 73 
 
4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÓÁÌÍÉÓÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÃÒÕÃÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÏÒ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ  (Å 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÓÌÉÐÐÅÄȢ &ÏÒ ) ×ÁÓ ÅÎÖÉÏÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÏÇÁÎÔȣ) ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
×ÉÃËÅÄȣ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÇÕÅÄ ÌÉËÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÅÎȢ Ȣ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÁÔ ÅÁÓÅȣ  4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ 
increased their wealth.  Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure and washed my 
ÈÁÎÄÓ ÉÎ ÉÎÎÏÃÅÎÃÅȣ &ÏÒ I have been stricken all day long and chastened every 
ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȣ 7ÈÅÎ ) ÐÏÎÄÅÒÅÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓ Ét was troublesome.  Until I came into the 
ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅÎ ) ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÎÄȣ×ÈÅÎ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÅÍÂÉÔÔÅÒÅÄȟ ) ×ÁÓ 
senseless and ignorant... I was like a beast (following our most primitive urges).  But 
you have taken hold of my right hand.  And with your counsel you will guide me and 
afterward receive me into glory.  Who have I in heaven but you?  And besides You, I 
ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȢȱ 
 
The Psalmist almost slipped, crashed, and burned.  But what did he do?  He crucified 
ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÕÃÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ  (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰBeside you, there 
is nothing on the earth I desire.  My flesh and my heart may fail but God is the strength 
of my heart ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȢȱ 
 
With God as his portion, why does he need the accolades, approval, things, values, 
ÓÉÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÚÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȩ  (Å ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅÁÒÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÈÉÓ ÇÏÏÄȢ  )Ó ÉÔ 
yours and mine?  Are we too alive to the world?  You will never be free if you do not 
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crucify yourself to the world and what it values.  What does the world and what do 
ÓÏÍÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÓÁÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȩ  Ȱ5Î×ÏÒÔÈÙȟȱ is what I often hear.  
However, Jesus says, you are the Body of Christ and each one is a member of it.  Who 
ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏȩ  )Æ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÕÎÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ 
ÓÍÁÌÌÎÅÓÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÒÅÐÅÎÔÁÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌȢ  "ÕÔ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ 
world to attract more people, then let their boast be only in the cross. 
 
Corrie Ten Boon was a Dutch woman who lived in a concentration camp in WWII 
with her sister who died in the camp.  Years later she was speaking in a church.  She 
walked up to greet one of the deacons of that church and reached out to shake his 
hand.  As she did she recognized him as one of the camp guards at the concentration 
ÃÁÍÐȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ Á ÃÒÕÅÌ ÇÕÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ  
As she reached out her hand she felt the fury rise up in her soul.  But then she 
realized that she was crucified to the world and the world was crucified to her.  She 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÏÒ Á×ÁËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÂÉÔÔÅÒÎÅÓÓȢ  She was a corpse to it.  
In fact, she was also crucified with Christ and so as she continued to reach out her 
hand she felt forgiveness flood her soul.  The warmth of Christ flooded right through 
ÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÆÏÒÇÁÖÅ ÈÉÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÏÔȢ  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ËÎÏ× ÉÔȢ  9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ ×ÈÅÎ 
you know that Jesus Christ paid it all.  )ÔȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅÁÓÙȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ȰHow do I 
demand one penny of payment for something my Savior has paid every last bit of His 
blood for on the crossȩȱ  7Å ÃÁÎ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÂÏÁÓÔȢ  )Æ 
your reputation is your idol...if you are too much alive to it...If approval is your 
idol...if you aÒÅ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÉÔȣ)Æ ÙÏÕÒ image and success is your idol...if you are 
ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÉÔȣ)Æ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ need from others is your idol and you are too much 
alive to itȣyÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÆÒÅÅȢ  
 
As followers of Christ we accept the offense of the Cross.  Have you? 
 
As followers of Christ we boast and exult only in the Cross.  Do you? 
 
As followers of Christ we crucify ourselves to the world and the world to us so that 
we will bend the knee only to Christ.  Do we?  
 
And whatever the world offers can only fill a thimble full compared to the fullness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the cross.  No one can love you and me like Jesus.  Follow 
Him to the cross and live.    
 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
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All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did eôer such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
 
ȰWe worship at your feet, Where wrath and mercy meet.ȱ  
--Graham Kendrick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


