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TRINITY SUNDAY 2008 

MATTHEW 17:1-5 & MATTHEW 3:16-17 

BY PASTOR JIM LINCOLN ON MAY 18, 2008 

 
 

This morning, around the world, Christians are celebrating Trinity Sunday.  
Although there are several allusions to the Trinity in the Old Testament, Jesus 
clarified and defined our beliefs about the real beauty and majesty of God as the 
Triune God.  
 
He said in John 5 that the Father had given all judgment to the Son.  That was an 
amazing claim and one that would be insane for a mere man to make.  Jesus said that 
ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÌÌ ×ÏÕÌÄ ȰÈÏÎÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢȱ  
He said that the one who does not honor the Son, does not honor the Father who 
sent him.  Of course it was talk like that landed him in big trouble.   
 
*ÅÓÕÓȭ being one essence with God the Father was the main point ÏÆ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
sermon.  !ÆÔÅÒ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ $ÁÖÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ Lord said to my 
Lord, sit at my right hand.  So, let every one know that Jesus is both Lord and Christ,ȱ 
ɉ!ÃÔÓ ςȡστɊȢ  ,ÅÓÓ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÖÉÎÉÔÙȢ  ) imagine because one of 
the key characteristics of the Holy Spirit is to shine the light on the glory of Jesus.  I 
think John Stott got it right when he said that the Holy Spirit gets acutely 
embarrassed when too much attention is brought to himself.  However, when 
Ananias ÁÎÄ 3ÁÐÐÈÉÒÁ ÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ 
men but to God,ȱ and then when he repeated the charge, he said that they had lied to 
the Holy Spirit.   
 
So, when we talk about the Trinity, ÉÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ shallow end of the pool to 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÅÐ ÅÎÄ ÒÅÁÌ ÆÁÓÔȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓÔÁÔÅ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
church worked so hard on capturing what we do know in creeds and statements.  
 

ATHANASIUS:   
 
4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ !ÔÈÁÎÁÓÉÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÕÒÔÈ century church leader that stood 
up to Arius and protected the doctrine.  One day while walking on the beach he saw 
a little girl carrying a small pale of water back and forth from the ocean to fill up a 
hole she had dug in the sand.  Athanasius asked her, Ȱ,ÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÉÒÌȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÉÎÇȩȱ  
3ÈÅ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÃÅÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÅ ) ÄÕÇȢȱ  (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ,ÉÔÔÌÅ ÇÉÒÌȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ 
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ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÓÔ ÏÃÅÁÎ ÉÎÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÈÏÌÅȩȱ  3ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰAnd 
you, how do you suppose that with your small head you can comprehend the 
immensity of God?"  With that the child disappeared.  That may be apocryphal, but it 
does remind us that we are talking about a depth we will never plumb.   
 
But, a few explanations will prove to be helpful here. First, when we say that God is 
one essence and yet three persons, we are not saying that three is one and one is 
ÔÈÒÅÅȢ  4ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÏ 
believe in a blatant contradiction.  God is not one essence and three essences.  HÅȭÓ 
one essence and three persons.  !ÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÍÁÊÅÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÔÈÉÎÇȢ   
 
When Sharon plays chords on the piano, they are majestic and beautiful things.   But, 
the one musical chord C happens when she pays three notes (C, E, & G).  Each note 
has a distinct contribution and characteristic.  If you omit any one of the notes in the 
chord, it loses its beauty and fullness.  Now the chord of C or any other chord is one 
in essence.  But, the beauty and majesty of it, is in the unity and contribution of each 
distinct noteȢ  ! ÃÈÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÈÏÒÄ ÉÓ ÔÈÒÅÅȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓÎȭÔ Á ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
majesty and beauty. 
  
/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÆÌÁ×ÅÄ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȢ  'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÉÎÅÆÆÁÂÌÅȢ  .Ï ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ 
ever capture the full essence of God.  But it helps to see what the Scriptures are 
claiming when they speak of the Trinity.  The main Hebrew word for God, Elohim 
ÈÁÓ Á ÐÌÕÒÁÌ ÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÐÌÕÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ us make 
ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÉÍÁÇÅȢȱ  9ÅÔȟ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,/2$ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ one.  Much like a 
ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÃÈÏÒÄȟ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ (ÅȭÓ Á ÍÁÊÅÓÔÉÃ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, full of beauty, righteousness, and love.   The 
implications of this are infinite.  One is that God is never alone.  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÕÓ 
because he was lonely or needy for companionship.  He created us to share the love 
ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÁÎÄ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢ  7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÇÏÄÓȢ  7Å ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 'ÏÄ ×ÈÏ 
is one and yet three in person.  So, we neither confuse the persons nor divide the 
substance. 
 

ARIUSȭ OBJECTIONS   
 
Not everyone has always agreed.  Early in the 4th c., a bishop named Arius let two 
"ÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ ÇÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÄÏÚÅÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÅØÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÆÆÉÒÍÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÅÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ 
declared that the Son of God was not co-eternal with the Father.  Instead, he said 
ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȢ 
   
Begetȡ  *ÏÈÎ σȡρφ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ begotten son.  Arius said Ȱbegottenȱ 
meant Ȱcreatedȱ.  However, when you beget, you beget something of the same kind 
as yourself.  Men and women beget human babies, bunnies beget bunnies, and so on.  
'ÏÄ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ create Jesus, He begat Jesus after His own eternal being.  The 
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7ÅÓÔÍÉÎÓÔÅÒ #ÏÎÆÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÐÕÔÓ ÉÔ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÙȟ ȰThe Son is not made but eternally 
begotten.ȱ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÎÏÔ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÅÉÎÇȢ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á 
man when he was conceived but he has always been the begotten of the Father as 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌ 3ÏÎȢ1  Arius was just wrong, Ȱbegottenȱ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ Ȱcreatedȱ or 
Ȱmadeȱ.  
 
First born : Arius had another issue.  He also believed that when Jesus was called 
ȰFirst born over all creation,ȱ it meant that he was a created being.  But the word, 
ȰÆÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎȱ ×ÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÔÏ ÍÅÁÎ first in status.  Isaac was 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ and only begotten when he ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȭÓ 
biological firstborn. 
 
'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÏÎ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÒ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȢ  *ÏÈÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȱapart from Jesus nothing 
ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÏÒ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÅÖÅÒ ÃÁÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÂÅÉÎÇȢȱ  ɉ*ÎȢυɊ  
!ÒÉÕÓȭ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÁÆÆÉÒÍÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÉÖÉÎÉÔÙȢ  !nd of course, at 
stake was the eternal majesty and beauty of the eternal love that has always been 
between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

BEHOLDING HIS GLORY: THE SOURCE OF CHANGE 
 
In 2Cor.3:8 Paul says that the kind of change that changes us more into the likeness 
of Jesus, from one degree of glory to another, ÃÏÍÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÂÅÈÏÌÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÇÌÏÒÙȢ  
 
3Ïȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ Ô×Ï ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅÓ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
Father revealed the true glory of His Son and spoke of what Jesus meant to him.  I 
want us to behold, for a few moments the love and joy the Father takes in the Son.  
!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ )ȭÌÌ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ affect us as we behold the wonder of that 
glory and love.  
 
The texts are Matthew 17 and Matthew 3.  So turn with me to Matthew 17.  Here, 
God the Father says three things about Jesus.  He rejoices in his majesty of His 
Beloved Son, he rejoices in the meekness of his beloved Son and then he calls us all 
to listen to Him.   He affirms Jesus majesty, His meekness and His authority.   
 

MATTHEW 17:1-5 (MAJESTY) 
 
                                                             
1 The name "Creator" or "Savior" refer to acts of God's will, but in contrast his name as Father to the 

Son is a revelation of the identity of God Himself. The Father brings forth the Son by the act of being 

God, not by an act of will, so that the Son fully shares in the Father's deity and glory as God.  There 

has never been, nor is it possible for there to be, any God and Father without the Son. 
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After feeding the four thousand, Jesus took Peter, James and John up on a high 
mountain.  6ÅÒÓÅ Ô×Ï ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÉÇÕÒÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÍȢ  )Ô ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰHis 
face shone like the sun, and his garments became white as light.ȱ  Then in v.5, 
-ÁÔÔÈÅ× ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱa bright cloud overshadowed them and God spoke from the cloud and 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ 3ÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÏÍ ) ÁÍ ×ÅÌÌ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄȢȭȱ  4ÈÅÎ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰListen to 
HimȢȱ      
 
Notice what makes God smile. Notice what it is that takes GÏÄȭÓ ÂÒÅÁÔÈ Á×ÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ 
pleasure.2  .ÏÔÉÃÅ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȩ  )ÔȭÓ (ÉÓ 3ÏÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 
radiant being and Sonship.  
 
God lets the disciples in on the reality of Jesusȭ majesty.  And they see and hear that 
Jesus is much more glorious tÈÁÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅÄȢ  6ÅÒÓÅ ς ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰHis 
ÆÁÃÅ ÓÈÏÎÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎȣ(ÉÓ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÁÓ ÌÉÇÈÔȢȱ  Up to that time the true 
glory of Jesus was, for the most part, hidden from their sight.  They did see his glory 
in his miracles as when he raised Lazarus and the widowȭs son from the dead, 
walked on the water, and calmed the storm at sea.  But, never before had they ever 
ÓÅÅÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȢ  *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÆÁÃÅ ÓÈÏÎÅ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÈÏ× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
sun?  Not for long.  Did they block or cover their eyes?  How bright is unfiltered 
light?  I had some laser treatments a few weeks ago and they put goggles over my 
eyes to protect them.  But even through the goggles I could see the bright flash of 
ÌÉÇÈÔȢ  *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÆÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÃÌÏthes shone like light itself.  And then, 
when the disciples heard the Father speak from the bright cloud, they fell on their 
faces and were terrified.  What was going on here?  God the Father was revealing the 
3ÏÎȭÓ ÒÁÄÉÁÎÔ ÇÌÏÒÙȢ  !ÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁn spiritual fireworks.  There was a 
ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅȢ  Ȱ4ÈÉÓȟ ɍÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÈÉÍ ÎÏ×Ɏ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ 3ÏÎȢȱ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ *ÅÓÕÓ 
truly is; this is the glory that truly belongs to Him and God loves and takes great 
pleasure in Him.  
 
God revealed Jesus in his divinÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ Á ÂÌÉÎÄÉÎÇ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ 
ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ 3ÏÎ ÉÎ ×ÈÏÍ ) ÔÁËÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅȢ  ,ÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢȱ  
 
7ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ *ÏÈÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÌÁÎÄ ÏÆ 0ÁÔÍÏÓȟ *ÏÈÎ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰHis face was 
like the sun shining in full strength.ȱ  7ÈÏ ÃÁÎ ÌÏÏk on the sun shining in its full 
ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȩ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȟ Ȱ'ÏÄ ÃÁÎȢȱ  !ÎÄ ÓÏÍÅÄÁÙ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 
the very presence of sin, we will be able to look at Jesus the way the Father looks at 
him without having to turn away.  Then we shall be able to see him as he is.  Some 
day we will be able to love and value His majesty, sustained and unhindered by sin.  
God gave his disciples a foretaste of that glory that awaits us.  For a few moments, 
ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȭÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÄÉÖÉÎe radiance in blinding 
light.  
  

                                                             
2 ) ÈÁÖÅ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÕÐÏÎ *ÏÈÎ 0ÉÐÅÒȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ Ô×Ï ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ The Pleasures of God.  
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But His majesty was also revealed in what the Father said about him.  He called 
Jesus His Son.  For the Father to call Jesus His Son could not have been more 
amazing and astonishing.  We can claim that we are children by creation or children 
ÂÙ ÒÅÄÅÍÐÔÉÏÎȢ  "ÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ×ÁÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÏÎ by essence.  This is what 
ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÓÏ ÁÎÇÒÙȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ȰYou being a man call God 
your own Father making yourself out to be equal with God (Jn.5:18).  And for this 
cause they were seeking all the more to kill Jesus.   All Jesus had to do was to say, 

 
Ȱ/È, no!  9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÍÉÓÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÏÏÄ ÍÅȢ  ) ÏÎÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÒÅ 
ÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ  ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÅÓÓÅÎÃÅȢȱ   

 
4ÈÁÔȭÓ Áll he would have had to do and the fangs would have been retracted.  But he 
let their understanding of his claim stand because that was exactly what he was 
claiming.  His apostles all taught the same claim. 
 
Colossians 2:9 says, "In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily."  
 
Heb. 1:1ff, says 

 
Ȱ,ÏÎÇ ÁÇÏ 'ÏÄ ÓÐÏËÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÐÈÅÔÓ ÂÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÄÁÙÓ ÈÅ 
has spoke to us through his Son, who he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he made the world.  And (the son) is the radiance of His 
glory and the exact representation of His being and he upholds all things 
by the word of His power.ȱ 

 
#ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓ ρȡρω ÁÄÄÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȢ  ͼIn him all the fullness [of deity] was 
pleased to dwell."  God loves him as his only Son.  God create or adopt a worthy man 
and then adopt him as his son.  God himself as eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
(this majestic and beautiful chord of divinity), bestowed his own fullness on the 
man, Jesus, in the incarnation.  He clothed the fullness of his own deity with human 
nature.   *ÎȢ σȡσυ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱthe Father loves the Son and has given all things into his 
handsȢȱ  7ÈÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ (ÉÓ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÁÓ (ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ 3ÏÎȩ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȭÓ 3ÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÉÓ 
exercised with perfect righteousness, obedience, mercy, truth, beauty, wonder, 
fidelity and faithfulness.  As his perfect and eternal Son he perfectly represents the 
&ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÒÁÄÉÁÎÔ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅØÁÃÔ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÌÏÖÅÓ 
the Son because he loves the beauty of his holiness.  His is the only one worthy to 
open the scroll at the end of time.  He is the only one worthy to carry out to 
perfection the plan the Father has to redeem and save sinners like us and make 
things right forever, for His glory and our joy.  No one has loved the Father more 
than the Son.  And no one but His Son is able and worthy enough to do what He has 
ÄÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ (ÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÕÓȢ   4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÊÏÙȢ 
 
4ÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÏÆ (ÉÓ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÙ ÈÅ ÓÁÙÓ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄȟ 
Ȱ,ÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ (ÉÍȢȱ (e is worthy of your attention.  The Father loves the majesty of His 
Son, His face shone like the sun his clothes were like pure light as the only and 
glorious Son of God.  Do we love and take pleasure in that which God does?  What 
captures your smile and heart?    
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Are you thirsty or weary for a great joy? Then listen to Jesus, rest in Jesus, rest in His 
gospel.  Rest in His promises.  Are you unsatisfied?  Receive from Jesus, receive his 
Body and his Blood.  Today is called the Feast of the Holy Trinity.  )ÔȭÓ Á ÆÅÁÓÔȢ  
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÁÓÔ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ ÏÒ ÏÎ &ÅÁÓÔ ÄÁÙÓȢ  0ÕÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÃÈÁÉÒ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÆÕÌÌ 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÌÁÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÔȢ   
 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ,ÅÏÎÁ .ÅÔÔÌÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ×ÁÓ )ÓÁÉÁÈ υυȡρÆÆȢ 

 
Ȱ(ÏȦ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÔÈÉÒÓÔÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ Îo money come 
ÂÕÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÔ #ÏÍÅ ÂÕÙ ×ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌË ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÍÏÎÅÙȣ7ÈÙ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÍÏÎÅÙ 
for what is not bread? And your wages for what does not satisfy?  Listen carefully 
to me and eat what is good and delight yourself in abundance.  Incline your ear and 
come ÔÏ ÍÅȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÍÁËÅ Á ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÒÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ $ÁÖÉÄȢȱ 

 
!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÒÓÔÙ ÏÒ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÕÙȩ  ,ÏÏË ÁÎÄ 
listen to Jesus, 'ÏÄȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ 3ÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÙ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÏÕÌȢ  Receive his mercy and 
grace, forgiveness and love.   
 
Nothing can compare to the majestic banquet feast ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
Son and glory.  All the power and capacity to love and be loved is found in Him.  
 

MATTHEW 3:16-17 (MEEKNESS)  
 
4ÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎȭÓ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙȢ  (Å ÁÌÓÏ takes pleasure in his meekness.  At 
JesuÓȭ ÂÁÐÔÉÓÍ, God the Father said almost these same words.  But this time, he was 
not transfigured into the full nature of his radiance.  This time a dove came from 
heaven; a gentle, peaceful and delicate dove.  The dove was the kind of animal poor 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÁÓ Á ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÍÐÌÅȢ  'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ 3ÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ 
in the radiance of his majesty but also in the wonder of his meekness.  At his 
baptism Jesus identified with sinners like us and stood in line to be baptized with us.  
Nothing could have been more absurd, than Jesus identifying himself with sinners 
like us to be baptized.  But, out of love, he did. 
  
4ÈÅ ÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ Ȱ-Ù ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔ ÉÎ ×ÈÏÍ ) ÁÍ ×ÅÌÌ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄȢȱ #ÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ )ÓÁȢ τς.  Listen to 
it.  

 
Ȱ"ÅÈÏÌd my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased.  I have put 
my Spirit upon Him he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will not cry out or raise 
his voice.  Nor make His voice heard in the street.  A bruised reed he will not break and a 
smoldering wick he will not put out.ȱ 

 
The Father rejoices with great joy over the gentle compassion of the Son.  When a 
reed is bent over and about to break, The Son, with tender mercies, bends low, 
reaches out and tenderly lifts it up and holds it straight.  When a candle wick is 
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smoldering and that tiny flame is about to go out, the Son does not blow it out.  
Instead, he draws near, comes close, cups his hands around that flickering bud of a 
light and he gently blows on it until it burns again.  
 
)ÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȩ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÄÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȢ  )ÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ 
he has done for you?  Our backs were bent and breaking under the crushing weight 
of sin and shame.  And Jesus came near.  And just as he straightened out the woman 
who had been bent over all her life, Jesus straightens us up, with the tender grasp of 
ÈÉÓ ÈÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÆÔÅÄ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÍÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÁÃÅȢ  
And when the small flicker of light of hope was just about to go out, Jesus came near, 
cupped his hands around our souls and gently blew grace and mercy into our hearts.   
 
Jesus is the majestic Lion of the tribe of Judah and He is the gentle Lamb of God that 
ÔÁËÅÓ Á×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰNo one has ever seen God; but the only 
ÂÅÇÏÔÔÅÎ 3ÏÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÓÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȟ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÍ ËÎÏ×ÎȢȱ  He said, 
Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÍÅȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÌÁÙ ÄÏ×Î ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÅÐ,ȱ 
(Jn.10:17).   
 
And then Jesus said, ȰIf anyone serves me, the Father will honor him,ȱ (Jn.12:26).  He 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ 9ÏÕÒ ÎÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȣ ×ÈÅÒÅ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ 
ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ) ÉÎ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ  The eternal Son, lived for us, died for us, was raised 
up for us, and reigns for us.  The same love the Father has for His son has now been 
poured out on us. 
 
Can you believe this?  How much love does the Father have for His Son?  An infinite 
ÁÍÏÕÎÔȢ  "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ 'ÏÄ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÕÓ, His children.  Therefore, 
Listen to Him.  Who else has better news than Jesus? 
 
Therefore, beloved, today, may we worship the Triune God!  May this majestic and 
beautiful chord that has rung out in all the earth ring in our hearts with wonder and 
joy!  Why spend money for what is not really bread and wages for that which 
ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÙȢ  *ÏÈÎ 0ÉÐÅÒ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ 
fountain of lasting joy and that is the ever flowing gladness of God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Spirit who offer both majesty and his meekness to us who 
ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅȢȱ  )ÔȭÓ Á ÍÁÊÅÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÃÈÏrd.  Can you hear it? 


