MOTHERG DAY

PROVERB4:7-8

BY PASTORIM LINCOLN ONMAY 11,2008

@ Y263 &2dz aK2dzZ R (y2¢ GKIFIG Gd2RIF& A&
in big trouble. Someone passed on to me these valuable lessons of life her mother
taughther.{ KS alF AR KSNJ Y2Y (Il dZ3Ki KSNX

Tovd dzS ! W26 2Stf 52yS o6& aleéay3ax

"If you're going to kill each other, do it outsidéd.just fnished cleaning your ron."

About Time Travel when she saidf you don't straighten up, I'm going to knock you into the
middle of next week!"

Logic "Beause | said so, that's why."

Foresight "Make sure you wear clean underwear, in case you're in an accident."

az2iKSN

Irony: "If you keep crying like that, I'll really give you something to cry abaut®' F I @2 NAGS A&z
82dz ONBI] @2dzNJ f S30 292 YK NHzgr@ X2 NDE Dt BToR2y Q

Osmosis"Shut your mouth and eat your supper.”

Stamina"You'll sit there until all that spinach is gone."
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Hypocrisyd52 | a L al& |yR y2& a L R2®¢ Domt¥ L
exaggerate!"

Circle OiLife: "I brought you into this world, and | can take you out."

Envy "There are millions of less fortunate children in this world who don't have wonderful
parents like you do."

Anticipation: "Just wait until your father gets home."

Receiving"You are gaig to get it when your father gets home!"

Medical Sciencg'lf you don't stop crossing your eyes, they are going to freeze that way."

How To Become An Adultlf you don't eat your vegetables, you'll never grow up."

Wisdomb?2 KSy @&2dz 3S{ {diéndessndye | 3SX @& 2 dz

Justcehhy S RIF& @z2dzuff KI @S 1ARaAS FYyR L K2LS (KS
Evolutiont The mother of three notoriously unruly youngsters was asked whether or not she'd

have children if she had it to do over again. "Yes, of course!"$hgdf A SR® hHh¢ KSy &KS
not the same ones."

| was blessed to have a mom who did many things well. She convinced me that she was
F2NJ YS YR GKIFId akKS ft20SR YSo I Y20KSNRA
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world. So today, we want to honor mms and show deep respect for what you do.
More so, we want to honor God who created you and came up with such a good idea.

Proverbsis the collection of lessons and sayings of king Solomon. God gifted him, as no
other, with insights into nature, life ahhow things work in this world. At the same

time, Solomon had feet of clay and a divided heart. He was a man of numerous
contradictions rejecting much of what he knew to be good. He collected wives the way
Amelda Marcos collected shoes. And to accomatedhem, he built pagan temples so
they could worship their pagan gods and spifgpaganism in Israel. ldgertaxed the

people and conscripted fellow Jews into slave labor camps to work on his extravagant
building projects.

As king of Israel, Solomomdh enormous power and authority. But, he did treat his

mother well. Bathsheba was his greatest advocate. When David was,d\diogijah,
{2f2Y2yQa 2fteRGdditoassiBndi KNI K NR y S @ CSIENAY3I F2NJ
Bathsheba appealed to David on behalf oio&wn, and reminded David of his promise

that Solomon would inherit the throne.

David kept that promise and Solomon became the new king. Later, when Bathsheba
came to Solomon, when she walked in,dteod upto greet her. Then hbowedbefore

his mothe andhad a throne set beside Hisrone for her to sit in. She was his mother.
My dad taught me that when a woman enters a room, you stand up. You follow
{2f2Y2y Q4 SEI YLX So

Even though Solomon had a divided heart, God did grant him his requesisfborvw.
Proverbs is a collection of that wisdom. In this first proverb, Solomon reveals to us a
number of lessons about God that we can see through the lens of godly mothers.

| want to look at three of them. 1. God gives moms the first princippaodnting. 2.
1S (Stta dza G(GKS 02y B3¢ fironds&s gteat ¥Raido3heXhidd G S+ OK A
gK2 fAaGSYya YR R2SayQid F2NAEIFI1S (GKS 3I2Rt & Ay
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THE FEAR OF THE LORD:
THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF MOTHERING

I £ 0 K2 dz3 K lask id thedprotedb hat Snds in v.7, this principle or priority is the

YFEAY LRAYG 2F GKS AYUNRRdAzOGA2Y (2 GKS LINBJSN
Proverbs and the main pat of parenting. Here it iSTHE FEAR OF THE LERHE

BEGINNNG OF WISDOME

In other words, everything Proverbs says, every pithy saying, every accurate observation

about life and every moral exhortation are given to lead us to an-fiveel respect for

God. Proverbs begins by including moms as a primary teash#is wisdom. It also

SYRa ¢A0GK Y2Ya & I LINAYFNE (SITO&K®NaIN2T GKS 3
K2 FSINER GKS [ 23RMie wkhok bdoK, thedrStrudtidik df eh&pr® ¢

1-9 and the sayings of chapters-BQ is framed by the rd#y that the fear of the Lord is

0KS 0S3IAYyYAy3 2N O2NYySNBOU2YS 2F gAaR2Yd ! yR
frames the entire book.

Most of the adwie you get today in Dear Abby or Parents magazine attempts to share

wisdom without connecting itd God. In their minds, God is irrelevant to parenting.

t NPOSNDha m aleéa (KAA Aa FT22fAaKySaao l' YR 0o
effort to be relevant, to comb through the Bible looking for practical advice for success
inbeingamomor RI RX | a&adzyAy3a GFf]1 Fo2dzi D2R AayQi
82dz2Q@dS 0SSy ONBIFGISR (2 aSNWS (KS fA@QAy3 D2R
God to do so, nothing could be more relevant to you than to consider how to do just

that.

N

Who cares ifyou or yaur children are a huge succdsseverything they set their minds
on doing and yet, fail to serve, know, and worship the God who made them, sustains
their life, and offers them eternal hope? Who cares if you succeed at everytmag

yet, failto lay hold of the very reason for which you have been created or miss out on
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GKS ofSaaAiay3da 2F SGSNYyIf f AWHtdaegitpotadza / KN a
man if he shall gain the whole world, and yet, lose his own soul? or what shal a m
give in exchange for his séug alldodmcYHec

The point of Proverbs is that wisdom, good mothering, and good fathering is about

bringing all that is into relationship to God, so that He is recognized for who He really is.

And that is, that He is the cesit of everything and relevant to everything as Lord of all.

CKSNBE Aa y2 LIXIFOS Ay @2d2NJftAFS gKSNBE D2R Aay

GThe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdoin ¢KAa Aa I Y2YQa LINRA
children. This same theme is sustained throughou thook. "Inthe fear of the Lord

there is strong confidence . The fear of the Lorid a fountain of life" (Proverbs 14:26

27). 'The fear of the Lorkkads to life, so that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by

evil" (Proverbs 19:23).

Thegoalof PrdyNb & YR | Y2GKSNRA& (0SFOKAYy3 Aa (KIG
GKAOK AyTFTtdzSyOSa Iff 2F 2dz2NJ RSOAarAz2ya FyR | C
| AY GKIFG YIF1Sa dza SAGKSNJI & %ha ol dedpiseEthiB f A 4 K P {

wisdom and instructioné

So, to teach a child tfear the Lorgddmeans to teach hirwhat to respect above all

thingsd hy G(GKS 20KSNJ KFIyRX GKS F22f ¢gAakKSa G2
who to respect above all or who to fear the most. This is hoveavee into this world,

seeking to be our own authority.

AVA: FAIR AND TERRIBLE.

| love my eighteermonth old granddaughter. And, of course, Ava is above average in
every respect. | can say that without a hint of bias. Yet, Ava wants to be in clsrge.
wants to be the final authority for her life. No one has to teach her this. And she will
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do just about anything in her power to get what she wants. She has hit her mom,
thrown herself down and beat the floor. Last week she and her mother weresit@

{KS FT2dzyR I 06221 6AGK 9fY2Qa TFTI@2NARGS az2y3ad
were shopping. That book brought her so much pleasure that Rebekah decided to buy it
F2NJ KSN® | 26 SOSNE o KSy GKSe& 3J2atgoofitRat 1 KS OKSC

book so the checker could scan it in the computer. She gave that man the evil eye, said,

Gb2¢ YR Lldzi KSNJ ol Ol 06SisSSy GKIG 6221 YR
another store, while holding the book in her stroller, a woman stoadiii y SEG (2 ! @I
stroller to do her own shopping. Do you know what Ava did? She hit that poor innocent

woman because she thought she was getting near to take her book away. Ava wants to

be the final authority of her life.

Now, as we getolderwe I8y Y2 NB a2LKAaGAOFGSR glea G2 dza
However, because the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, learning to turn away

from the illusion that you are in charge and that you are the authority of your life is

wisdom. Turning to ad that honors God above all things as the one who authored

you and therefore has authority over you, is what keeps a child or an adult from eternal
foolishness.

So,theF 2dzy RI GA 2y 2 F will gofa MeQuadedchirf hedzBildrons
brushtheirteeth,t2 & & & LJ S &"%rwhighRide(biHe ylite ydu2 fdrk

should rest. Above and before all of these things, God calls moms to teach their
children the proper fear of the Lord, to reverence God, live for His glory, yield to His will,
rest in His promises, trust in His word, rely on His power, seek His glory, acknowledge
His rule and reign and enjoy His salvation in His Son the Lord Jesus above and before
everything else. All the other things need to be taught. A kid needs to eat his
vegetables and do his homework. But, a life of repentance, faith, and respect before
God is foundational to everything else.

1 faz2x ¢S OFLyQl 3IAGS lgle oKIG 6S R2y Qi KI @S>
things is a calling to for us as paremditze them in such a way that makes our words

credible. THE FEAR OF THE LORD (fear as respect, wonder and worship) IS THE

BEGINNING OF WISDOM.
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O 8 @R MOTHER® TEACHING (TORAH)6

The second lesson | want us to consider isG@NTEN®r the materid 2F | Y2iKSNRa
instruction.

First, notice that parenting is supposed to be a team sport. | know there are times this

OFryQili oS 2 KSYy Y& RIFIR STl Y& Y2U0KSNE &a4KS o
but to rear her children aloneBut, Proverbs tedtes us that the home is the school of

faith and both parents are the teacher$. KS ¢ 2 NR dzASR F2NJ I FI § KSND
Hebrew word, (Hebmutsan. It carries the idea of discipline or instilling positive

disciplines, habits and ordered commitmeimmdife as well as correction. Children are

OFfftSR G2 tAaGSY G2 I FIFLUKSNNRa RAAOALIE AYySo
word forteachingis the word TORAH. And TORAH refers the first five books of the Bible
or Genesis through Deuteronomg. KS ¢ hw! |1 A& (GKS gNAROGGSY KA&G:

with the world and specifically His dealings with Israel his covenant people.

Ly 20KSNJ g2NRa GKS O2yidSyid 2F | Y2G0KSNDa 0S|
relationship God established withe world and with Israel. Her material is the history

2F ' RIY FYR 9¢0Ss YR D2RQ& LINRBYAAS (2 GKSY |
FYR 3IAGBS KSNJ OKAf RNBY K2LIS Ay (GKSANI 28y NBO S
descendants were almostiped out by the genocidal effort of the Camétand how God

was faithful tosave{ S (l&Qrémaining descendants (Noah and his family). She is

called to pass on to her children the story of Abraham who was counted righteous by

faith and how throu@ a miracle of grace, barren Sarah came to have her son Isaac. And

K2¢ D2R LINPGARSR | fFY0 F2NJ 4 ONAFTFAOS Ay Lal
our place. She is called to teach the lives of Jacob, Joseph, Judah and how God rescued

Israel2 dzi 2F GKS KIFIyR&a 2F t KIFENI2K® ¢tKS tlFaaz2gs

ancient worship in the tabernacle are all grist for her mill.

7 Pastor Jim Lincoln | Hope Fellowship | May 11, 2008



A godly mother is called to teach her children about Ruth, Naomi, Gideon, Samson,
Deborah, Saul, and David. She wateach her children the covenant God made with
Israel in Deuteronomy and how Israel failed to keep it. And how God prdntiaehe
would send a Saviorikg who would keep every commandment that God has given and
then offered His righteous record teas a free gift to be received by faith.

¢SFOKAY3a GKS ¢hw! Il A& y20 YSNBteée GKS 220 27
2F FILAGKOD LG AayQid GKS OKdzZNDKQa LINAYFNE NB3
responsibility.

Once again,yougaQi LI aad 2y 6KI(G @2dz R2y Qi 1y260 L
granddaughter about great women of the Bibl&bigail the Wis&d K2 &l @SR 51 GARQA
bacon. Tamar the BoldHannah the FaithfuDaelthe Brave & F I ANJ F YR G SNNR O S
battle with Sisera, and prailed andesther the Courageou&nd there are boys to learn

about who became men like David, Jonathan, and men of whonwibrisl was not

worthy like Uriah. | § KaKSol Qa Kdzaol yR® azaidteszr GKS
sinners like us who only stdrbefore God by His grace and mercy and a gospel hope

that a Savior/Messiah would be sent to save us, so that we could have peace with

| AYXUKNRdzZAK FFEAGK Ay D2RQa {2y GKS [ 2NR WS3

t NP @S NDBT&ER2 N 81&SE yée (i @ 2diENJ Y. 2dz0AsIgNNEEEn agyhinvgdtol
forsake? The fool despises wisdom and instruction. Will we become foolish under the
spell of entertainment, sports and TV stupor? Or will we be wise and passing on the
precious heritage and word of the Lord?

LetmegiveoneNew S& G YSYyld AffdzZAGNI A2y P Liga GKS S
grandmother. In Timothy 3:14¢15 Paul says,

G, 2dz2 K2gSOSNE O2yiAydzS Ay GKS (GKAy3a e2dz
of, knowing from whom you have learned them [that is, your mother Eunice

and through her from your grandmother Lois]; and that from childhood you

have known the holy scriptures [because your mother taught them to youl]
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which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith
GKAOK Aa AY [/ KNRAG WSadzo¢

They dd what his father could not or would not do. They taught him the Scriptures, and
the Scriptures brought him to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Timothy found hope, grace
and life because his mother and his grandmother were faithful to Proverbs 1:8.

GoD ORDAINS REWARD

Lastly, thismomingD2 R y 20 2yfé& 3IA@Sa GKS LINAR2NAGE 27F
content of her teaching, He alsordains a reward for sons andaughters who do not

forsakell K SA NJ Y 2 (i K S8 LIy SERRAZY Tidkcsfal wrgakhftofyoup S | 3 NI
het R YR 2NYIYSydGa Fo2dzi 22dzNJ ySO| o¢

N>
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valued as the bread of life, (By this éam where it really is enjoyed, loved, and

treasured as the most satighg of all words and where these things are prized and held

precious), there is the anointing of extravagant blessing.

He sayshat hearing a father's instruction and not forsaking a mother's teaching will be

like a wreath and a necklace of grace, gland joy it will be like receiving an

SEGNI Sl yild yR 6SFdziATdzA 3IAFE F2N @82dzNJ KSIF
D2R R2SayQi ySOSaalNAfe 3IABS 2SgSENB G2 (GKS
gives something much better: eteshornaments of His grace, beauty, wisdom, love and

joy. It will be a noticeable blessing to all who see. It will be a wreath of grace to your
headand ONR gy 2F 228 2y @2dz2NJ Y2HKSNR&A KSIR®

Paul said that the fifth commandment is, "the first commandmneith a promise.”
There isagreat promise in honoring your mother and father and embracing the fear of
the Lord they teach.
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"In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence . . . The fear of the Lord is a fountain
of life" (Proverbs 14:287).

"The fear d the Lord leads to life, so that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil"
(Proverbs 19:23).

These are the ornaments of grace: confidence, a fountain of life, satisfying sleep, and
remainingunharmed by evilWhen we fear Godpropgiz ¢S 62y Qi TSIFNJ f Saa
The outcome is confidence, life, and good sleep. Who would trade jewels and financial

prosperity for treasures like these?

When my daughter Christy began her aerobic business, she went to the Nike store to

buy her supplies. She bought hundreds anddmeds of dollars worth of supplies.

When the checker added up her bill and gave Christy the receipt, Christy walked away

but thought that she had been undercharged. | saw her with her bags, looking over the

receipt. The checker had missed an entire bagothes and shoes. Famarosecond,

she struggled with what to do. | was watching this whole thing. She went back to the

checker and told her that a mistake had been made in her bill. The checker was

AYLI GASYd YR NHZRS WBWRYyAIPAREZ SaRQY Qai dzNB 1 &2 ozA 2
a0FYyySNB |NBE Fftglreéa | OOdzNI (Soé {KS gl a Of ¢
/ KNA ade LISNEA A& usdBréhargety ST RAVEAY AF A KIHPS ¢ ¢ KT {
attention! The checker was stunned. Withart apology, she studied the receipt,

looked at the bags of uacanned supplies and redid the order. | later asked Christy why

AKS LISNBAAGSR ¢gKSYy (GKS OKSOTSNI gl a a2 NHzZRSO®
advantage of them when God has remembered me agdted me with such persistent

grace andnercy? Bo unto othergRightg

| want you to know how good it was to witness that. She was wearing ornaments of

FIAGKD {KS NBYSY0OSNBR (GKS FTSINI2F GKS [ 2NR
heritage oftheg 2 NR G KI 0 KIFIR 0S02YS KSNJ 3dzARS Ay A F¢
God ordains for children who do not forsake such wisdom. Her reward was a garland of
righteousness around her neck and a crown or wreath of wisdom on her head. That was

a good day.
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But the best day was when the Lord Jesus, remembered His covenant love for the Father

YR dzaZ 6KSY KS RARYQG F2NAEIFI{1S 1 A&a LINRBYAAS
gSENAY3I | ONRgy 2F GK2Nyaz KS ¢gSyd G2 GKS ON
a mother forget the nursing child at her breast? She may forget. But | will never forget

@2dzpé OLAI dn U Ly GKS 323135t WSadza ySOSNI T2
crown and garland of wisdom, beauty and grace. So, listen to Him.

The far of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, His word is the bread of life, and He
ordains the reward of grace and gladness for those who fear Him. Amen.
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