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ASCENSION SUNDAY 

ACTS 1:1-12 

BY PASTOR JIM LINCOLN ON MAY 4, 2008 

 

!ÌÍÏÓÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÂÉÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÌÉÆÅȡ (ÉÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȟ (ÉÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ 

His resurrection.  Christmas, Good Friday and Easter are almost universally 

recognized around the world.  In fact, if you go to the pharmacy in Canby to get a 

Hallmark card you can find greeting cards for each of these special days.  But, let me 

ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄȢ  .Ï ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÈÏ× ÈÁÒÄ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏËȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÃÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ 

Ascension Day.  To use Rodney $ÁÎÇÅÒÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ ÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ !ÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ $ÁÙ ÇÅÔÓ no respect.   

4ÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÔÉÅÔÈ ÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÅÎÄÓ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ  4ÏÄÁÙ ÉÓ 

!ÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÓÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÔÉÅÔÈ ÄÁÙȢ 

 

WHY CELEBRATE ASCENSION DAY? 
 

Well, marking off those forty days is very helpful because it gives you a feel for the 

just how long Jesus remained with the disciples after His resurrection on Easter 

Sunday.  I want you to think about how long it has been since we celebrated Easter 

this year.  For ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÂÁÃË ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÒȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ÌÏÎÇ 

Jesus stayed around, appearing to hundreds of people and giving ample evidence of 

ÈÉÓ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ  0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÌÌÕÃÉÎÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÉØ ×ÅÅËÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÕÐ Á ÓÔÏÒÙ 

that happeneÄ ÉÎ Á ÆÌÁÓÈ ÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÁ× ÉÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅÙÅÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ  )ÔȭÓ 

another thing to make up a story that occurred over a six-week period with so many 

witnesses whose testimony could not ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÄȢ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÌ 

ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒȢ   %!34%2 7!3.ȭ4 ! $!9Ȧ  )Ô ÌÁÓÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ 

six weeks!  

 

!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÁÒ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ 

why.  What would you think if a chef prepared a gourmet meal like Beuf Boringion, if 

she chose the right herbs and spices, if she measured out precise amounts of 
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Burgundy, Cognac, and the rue, sautéed mushrooms, garlic and pearl onions and 

cooked it for hours so that all the herbs and juices could work their way into the 

beef medallions in the ste×ȣ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÓËÉÌÌȟ 

what if she just left it on the stove to rot?  What if the meal was never served to 

ÁÎÙÏÎÅȩ  4ÒÕÓÔ ÍÅȟ )ȭÖÅ ÅÁÔÅÎ !ÍÙ 'ÕÓÔÁÆÓÏÎȭÓ 3ÔÅ×Ȣ  4ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÅÎÏÒÍÏÕÓ 

waste.  My mouth is watering just thinking about it.  All that labor of love would 

have been for nothing...meaningless.   

 

In the same way, the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus are of no use without His 

ascension.  )Î 0ÓȢ ς 'ÏÄ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÙ ËÉÎÇȣ) ×ÉÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ his 

ÉÎÈÅÒÉÔÁÎÃÅȣȱ  'ÏÄ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ÂÙ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ (ÉÓ 

ascension to His right hand was the crowning outcome of his life on earth and the 

detonator of his rule and reign.  Without the ascension, the faith is like a stick of 

dynamite without a detonator.  The ascension detonates the power and ministry of 

#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÁËÅÓ ×ÈÏ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÄ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ 

releases that success and wonder into the universe with all of its redemptive power.   

 

So, this morning I want us to consider three things about the ascension.  I want us to 

consider the hope of the ascension, the nature of the ascension and the outcome.  

What hope did the ascension bring? What do we mean by the ascension? What 

differences does it make?  

 

FIRST, LETȭS THINK ABOUT THE HOPE OF THE ASCENSION.   
 

When the angels address the apostles after Jesus went up to heaven what did they 

ÁÓË ÔÈÅÍȩ  4ÈÅÙ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÉÓȟ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȩȱ     

 

When you read that you can feel Á ÍÉÌÄ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÂÕËÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ 

ÙÏÕ ɍÓÔÉÌÌɎ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÉÍÌÅÓÓÌÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓËÙȩȱ  4ÈÅ ÁÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÕÃË ÁÎÄ 

ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÌÐȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ÁÓ Á 

loss of intimacy, protection, leadershiÐȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȟ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏ×ÅÒȢ Ȱ(ÅȭÓ 

ÇÏÎÅȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÒÅ ×Å ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÎÏ× ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓȩȱ  !ÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ 
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interpreted His ascension as an enormous loss, they were sad and full of grief.  What 

happened? Their hope took a big hit. The reason the angels asked them why they 

×ÅÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÉÎÇȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ 

yet landed or detonated their hearts with hope.  The angels were suggesting that if 

ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÓÔÕÃËȟ ÊÏÙÌÅÓÓȟ ÈÏÐÅÌÅÓÓ and without a sense of mission, 

ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎȢ 

 

Here in Acts when it describes this scene all it says is that they returned to 

*ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍȢ  "ÕÔ ÉÎ ,ÕËÅ ςτȡυςȟ ,ÕËÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱȣ7ÈÉÌÅ (Å ×ÁÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ (Å ÐÁÒted 

from them and [they worshipped him] they returned to Jerusalem with great joy 

and they were continually in the temple praising  'ÏÄȢȱ  )ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÁÌÙÚÅÄ 

with doubt, depression and grief they went back into the world with great joy and 

constant praise.   

 

However, before this, the very opposite of what they imagined was about to happen.  

Instead of abandoning them, His presence was going to increase.   Instead of losing 

His protection, leadership and fellowship, all of these things were going to be 

ÍÁÇÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌÉÚÅÄȢ  (ÉÓ ÁÓÃÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÄÉÍÉÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȠ ÉÔ 

magnifies His love, power and mercy.  But it takes an act of faith in His word to get 

this.  

 

You might remember that when Jesus first told His disciples in the upper room that 

he was returning to the Father.  Their hearts were deeply troubled.  But Jesus said to 

them that it would be better and to their advantage that he goes away.  He taught 

ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÏ Á×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ (ÅÌÐÅÒ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅȢ   7ÉÔÈ ÈÉs 

ascension his ministry was about to expand exponentially.   Through the Holy Spirit 

he would convict the whole world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  With Jesus on 

the throne, the Holy Spirit would take the ministry of Jesus into the hearts of men 

and women and boys and girls all over the world.    It was exponentially better for 

ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÁÓ +ÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄȢ 

 

The fact that they were standing there frozen and numb with disappointment is 

understandable.  However, beloved, it was utterly unnecessary.   Look, when 

disappointment slams you to the ground, there is a great temptation to just let your 
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heart go numb and disengage.  And sadly, so many just stop thinking.  You can 

disengage and just stare at life.  Or, you can lay hold of a deep source of great hope 

and joy by turning your mind and heart to the wonder and reality of the ascension.  

4ÈÉÓ ÈÏÐÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÕÇÁÒ ÃÏÁÔ ÏÒ ÄÅÎÙ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏËÅÎÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  

However, it can lift you up through it.   

 

What you may need today is a new look at the hope of the ascension.  Jesus is not 

absent; ÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÓÅÎÔȠ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÓÅÎÔȠ ÈÉÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÓÅÎÔȠ ÈÉÓ 

ÍÅÒÃÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÓÅÎÔȠ ÈÉÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÓÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÆÒÉÅnds that 

they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them to be His witnesses.  

Are you stuck, frozen, or numb?  Are you stuck staring? Does your heart yearn for 

intimacy, power, love, hope, mission, a sense of yieldedness, and obedience?  If so, 

look at the ascended Christ who has been installed as King (Ps.2) at the right hand of 

ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÎ (ÉÇÈȢ  (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ*ÏÈÎ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÁÐÔÉÚÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

the Holy Spirit.ȱ  And the Holy Spirit makes all that Jesus is and does present in our 

hearts.  It will change the center of gravity of your life if you believe and trust Jesus 

for this.  

 

SECOND, WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE ASCENSION?  
 

What do we mean when we say that Jesus ascended?  The word ascend can have a 

concrete and an abstract meaning.  It can mean to physically ascend or to walk up 

ÔÈÅ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÏÆ Á ÔÈÒÏÎÅ ÏÒ Á ÌÁÄÄÅÒȢ  "ÕÔ ÈÅÒÅȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȢ  4ÉÍ +ÅÌÌÅÒ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ Á 

visitor can physically walk up and sit down on the throne of England. However, that 

ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÁÃÔ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÎÅcessarily mean that your relationship to the English people 

had changed at all.  

 

So, in its fullest sense, to ascend to the throne of England means something more 

than that you physically walked up the steps.   It means that your relationship to all 

the people of England has changed.    When Jesus ascended to heaven it was a 

physical ascent but it was much more than that.  Mere physical ascent is not 

sufficient. 
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YURI GRAGARIN 
 

When I was eleven years old a Russian cosmonaut, Yuri Gragarin, became the first 

human in space and the first to orbit the earth.  When he returned from outer space, 

ÈÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔȟ Ȱ) ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ 'ÏÄȢȱ  (Å ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ 

he had disproved the existence of God.  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ 'ÏÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎÓȢ  )Î 

the 3ÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÅÁÖÅÎÓȱ ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓËÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÅÒ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ   

*ÅÓÕÓ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȢ  (Å 

ascended beyond the created universe. 

 

!ÇÁÉÎȟ 4ÉÍ +ÅÌÌÅÒ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÎÁÌÏÇÙȢ  (Å ÓÁÙÓȟ 'ÏÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ relate to us the way a man 

in the attic relates to the people on the first floor.  God relates to us the way an 

author of a book relates to the people or characters he has created/authored for his 

book.  The only way the characters in the book know anything at all about the 

author is if he writes himself into the book.  /ÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÌÕÅȢ  4ÈÅÙ 

are contingent beings and dependent on their author.  They only know what the 

author lets them know.  The author lives in a whole other realm.  He created that 

realm and they can only know what he reveals to them.  

 

The only reason you and I know anything at all about God is because He has written 

himself in the book or our history and existence.  Ȱ'ÏÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÆÌÅÓÈ ÁÎÄ Ä×ÅÌÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ 

ÕÓȢȱ  ȰJesus humbled himself became a man and took on Himself the form of a servantȢȱ  

We would know nothing at all about God had He had not graciously disclosed 

Himself to us.  God is holy and He stands outside of space and time.  He created 

space and time.   Physicists are now telling us there was a time when time did not 

exist.  We are limited to time and space, but, beloved, 'ÏÄ ÉÓÎȭÔȢ  (Å ÉÓ ÉÎÆÉÎÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ 

eternal.    

 

7ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓÃÅÎÄÅÄȟ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ 

universe that you could see if you just went far enough out there.  When Luke tells 

us that Jesus was taken up into heavenȟ ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÍÅÒÅÌÙ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÓËÙȢ  )Ô ÍÅÁÎÓ 

ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÉÇÎȢ  (Å ÁÓÃÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒ 

and He now has a new relationship to the universe as Lord and King.   Jesus lived a 

perfect life in our place and fulfilled all the requirements that God requires for 
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everyone in His law.  He died and rose again defeating death.  Now, instead of 

staying in time and space - as we know it - and being limited to occupying one space 

and one point in time, he ascended beyond space and time.  And now, from the 

throne of heaven he can take everything He is and did, as our mediator, redeemer, 

shepherd, leader, healer and Lord and from heaven He applies the glories of who he 

is and what he did everywhere.  He now universalizes his presence and grace to his 

creation and the benefits of his being, glory and blessings can be applied anywhere 

at anytime to anyone who will believe in Him! 

 

MARY MAGDALENE 
 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ -ÁÒÙ ÇÒÁÂÂÅÄ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÇÒÉÐ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÌÏÓÔ 

ÙÏÕ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÇÏ ÁÇÁÉÎȩȱ    *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÅ 

)ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÙ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒÂÉÄÄÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÏÕch 

his resurrected body.  Others did with his blessing.  By telling her not to hold on to 

His physical presence, he was saying to Mary, ȰMary, I know that you are afraid to let 

ÍÅ ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ  "ÕÔȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÌÅÔ ÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅver be 

ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅ ÍÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ  )Æ ) ÓÔÁÙȟ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÎÅ ÓÐÏÔ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÉÍÅȢ  "ÕÔȟ 

ÉÆ ) ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÍÅ Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÔÁËÅ ÙÏÕ ÆÁÒ Á×ÁÙȟ 

chain you up, lock you in the deepest dungeon and put bars on the doors, they can even 

kill the body.  But If I ascend to the Father they will never be able to separate us from 

each other because through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, I will be closer to you than 

ÅÖÅÒȣÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÖÅÒÙ ÂÒÅÁÔÈȢ  )Æ ) ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Father then who I am and what 

)ȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÔÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  )Æ ) ÁÓÃÅÎÄ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÌÏÓÅ ÍÅȢȱ  So, 

ÎÏ× ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȟ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÇÅÔÓ ÄÅÔÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  (ÅȭÓ ÎÏ× ÁÔ 

the throne of God, ruling, reigning and ordaining all that comes to pass for His glory 

and our joy and discipleship.  By the ascension we mean that Jesus rules. 

 

LASTLY THIS MORNING, Ȱ7HAT DOES THIS ALL MEANȩȱ   
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)Î ÖȢ ρρȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȢ  Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÓÁÍÅ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÁËÅÎ Á×ÁÙ 

from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 

ÈÅÁÖÅÎȢȱ  

 

This same Jesus: who was the supreme Prophet who brought to us the words of 

God and words of truth that we can count on forever ... This same Jesus:  who was 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÕÐÒÅÍÅ Priest who revealed that to meet Him is to meet God.  This same 

Jesus who is Lord and King the supreme manifestation of God on the earth, who 

demonstrated His sovereign authority over all created things through His miracles 

and who revealed His authority over all men when he put those who came to arrest 

ÈÉÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÁÃË ÓÉÄÅÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ (Å ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÁËÅ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÔÒÉÁÌȣthis same Jesus, our 

Prophet, Priest, and King will come back and make all things right.  And until then, 

because of his ascension, all that He is and does is universalized and present with us 

through the ministry of His Spirit.   All that Jesus is and has done is now available to 

everyone and may be applied everywhere by anyone who will believe him.   

 

And because the authority of His ascension is with us in the Holy Spirit, when we 

speak His words, and His gospel we do so with His authority.  Once while George 

Whitfield was preaching, he noticed a man had fallen asleep.  He shouted and said, 

ȰSir, if I was here in my name with my message and my word, you could sleep all you 

×ÁÎÔȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ) ÁÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏÄÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄȟ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ×ÈÅÎ ) ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÅȟ ) ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÒÄȦȱ  I imagine that man stayed 

awake for the rest of the sermon.    This same Jesus who is now ascending to the 

right hand of God the Father almighty, who magnifies, and detonates all He is and all 

He has done from His throne, through his Spirit and His witnesses, will come back 

just as he had been taken away.  

 

STEPHEN 
 

In Acts 7, we have an example of a man who laid hold of the ascension with more 

clarity than just about anyone else.   Stephen was about to be stoned to death.   False 

charges and lies had been trumped up against him because of his faith in Jesus.  But 
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ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÔ ÈÉÍ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÁÎÇÅÌȢ  ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ×ÈÁÔ 

that means but I know it means they saw something heavenly something different.  

They saw a demeanor that was uncharacteristic of someone on trial and about to be 

railroaded to execution. 

 

He answered their charges with a long sermon in which he quoted Scripture where 

'ÏÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ(ÅÁÖÅÎ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÔÈÒÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÉÓ ÍÙ ÆÏÏÔÓÔÏÏÌȣ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ 

murdered The Righteous One disoÂÅÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄȣȢȱ 

 

When they heard this they were filed with rage and gnashed their teeth. Stephen, 

full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven.  He saw the glory of God and Jesus 

ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄȢ  Stephen said to them, Ȱ,ÏÏËȟ ɉÌÅÔ ÍÅ tell you 

×ÈÁÔ ) ÓÅÅȢ  ) ÓÅÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÎ ÏÆ -ÁÎ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ  

At this they covered their ears.  Yelling at the top of their voices, they rushed at him, 

dragged him out of the city and stoned him to death.  And while they were stoning 

him, he prayed, Ȱ,ÏÒÄ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÍÙ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ  ,ÏÒÄȟ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÏÌÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÎ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ 

Then he died.  

 

WHAT DID THE ASCENSION MEAN FOR STEPHEN?   
 

In the face of horrible injustice, persecution, and a cruel and horrible death, 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ ÆÁÃÅ ÓÈÏ×n like that of an angel.  His mind turned to the word of the 

ascension and the truth about Jesus.  His heart embraced the love the risen and 

ascended Jesus had for him.  The eyes of his faith and head saw the glory of God in 

#ÈÒÉÓÔȢ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÓÁ×ȣ(Å ÓÁ× *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 

authority over all things.  That reality became for him a deep wellspring and source 

of great joy.  That reality gave him hope, peace and even compassion and mercy for 

those who were killing him and unjustly so.   

 

7ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÎ ÏÕÎÃÅ ÏÆ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȭÓ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎȟ 

composure, radiance and peace?  What did He see?  He saw the ascended Jesus 

standing.  I think this is the only place in the Bible where Jesus was standing at the 
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right hand of God.  He stood to receive His friend.  Nothing in all the world could 

defeat or frustrate the love of the ascended Jesus had for his friend.   

 

(Ï× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÕÓȩ  !ÒÅ ×Å ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÒÁÔÈ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÏ 

our way?  Are we easily, frozen, weigh laid with discouragement, and the sense that 

we are not getting a fair shake from God for all that we do for him?  Do we easily get 

stuck standing staring in a joyless routine without and without mission?  Beloved, 

look to Jesus.  

 

ON E!24(ȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȟ Ȱ9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÕÇÌÙ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÆÏÒ 

ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ 'ÏÄ ÓÅÅÓ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ (Å ÓÅÅÓ 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ ÉÎ ÈÉÍȟ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ ËÎÅ× ÂÅÔÔÅÒȢ  /. %!24(ȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȟ Ȱ9ÏÕȭÒÅ 

ÃÏÎÄÅÍÎÅÄȦȱ  "ÕÔȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ Jesus ascended to the right hand of God, his advocate, he 

knew better.  He knew that in Christ, he was accepted and utterly acquitted before 

the father.  /. %!24(ȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ 

ÌÉÆÅ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅȢȱ  "Õt the ascended Jesus stood to receive his friend. 

3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ /ÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ÍÏÓÔȢ  ,ÅÔ ÍÅ ÁÓË ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ Ȱ(Ï× 

ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅȩȱ  

 

Are you a Christian? And do you believe in the ascension?  Do you understand what 

is going on at the throne on your behalf?  If you do, it will make what people say, 

think, or do inconsequential to your life compared to What Jesus says and does on 

your behalf.  They did their best to destroy Stephen.  They only brought him closer 

to the Lord.     

 

The gospel is that Jesus Christ came and lived the life you should have lived and died 

the death you should have died.  He rose from the grave and He now sits at the 

&ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄȢ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ 

dÁÙȢ  7Å ÄÏÎȭÔȭ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÒÏÚÅÎ ÏÒ ÓÔÕÃËȢ  4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ ÈÉÍ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÃÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÓÈÉÎÅ 

to the measure of His choosing: accepted, loved, forgiven, called, sent, welcomed and 

befriended forever and ever.  No one can love you like Jesus.  So, look to the risen 

and ascended Lord.  And see the salvation of your soul.  


