PRAYER

GoD® CALLINGS ONHIS CHURCH PART 2
PS62:5-8&LkK.18:914

BY PASTORIM LINCOLN OM\PRIL27,2008

Last Sunday we began to consider the callings God has on us as a fellowship of
Christians who have gathered to nurture the hope we have in the Lord Jesus and as
we are able to spread that hope here and around the world. In the weeks ahead |
want to consider one passage each Sunday that corresponds to each call. Lord
willing, God will speak to us with a new resolve and devotion to these things. Often,
these are called The Great Endsf the Church The list includes things like: Worship,
Prayer, Discipleship and Outreach or Witness. With a little tweaking | think you will
find that these are the same corporate goals of most any historic Christian church.

CORPORATE WORSHIP

Last Sunday we started with the glad privilege and duty of corporate worship from

Ps. 100. David gave us three fundamental realities about worship that can save us

from much foolishness and nonsense in worship. First, He taught that Worship

comes to us as a Commad and not merely as an invitation . ( A  x O$h&@uh h O
joyfully to the Lord, Singto the Lord, Knowthe Lord, Comebefore the Lord, and
ServeOEA ,4EOMBKH AOA AT i1 AT AOGh 110 OOCCAOOEIT O8
worship if you happen to be in the mood for worship. These are commands and they

are joyful ones at that, when you consider God, as He is, and what He has done to

make worship possible for us. If you have no joy in worship, you are simply not

laying hold of God as He is. So, the first question we should have about worship is,

O7EAO AT AOG "1 A Agohiddight R O RA E(E ix 1 >-OPEEDPET Ue 6

Unfortunately, doing church as a consumer industry has changed our question. Now

EC8O0 BPOEA&EZOAT h) AgpAAO OEA AEOOAE O AT Ol
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worshipe @ EAO6 O EOOO EI x Ai 1 00i AOEOI xi OEOS
in and of itself can get lost. Unfortunately, as churches market worship to consumer
preferences the value of God, simply for who He is will take a back seat to the more
pressing value of consumers preferences.

The word SERVICInh a worship servicewill refer to how the consumer expects to be

served not how God expects to be served.! So, when you come to worship, do you

come to serve the Lord or to be served? Second, God is the only worthy object of

worship. So, we must resist the temptation to worship our worship or make more of
ourselves than we do of God Himself. God and God alone deserves to be the object

of our worship. Finally, the reason all this is true is because God is the only One

worthy of our worship. Too much attention on ourselves, our preferences and
AAOGEOAO xEIl 110 1 AAO OEA AAAD TAARAA T £ 1
this gospel that we find our only eternal hope.

William Temple offers this thoughtful and very biblical definition of worship,
Worship is the quickeningil £ T 00 AT 1T OAEAT AA AU ' 1 A80
the nourishmentof our minds with His truth; the purifying of
our imagination by His beauty; the openingof our hearts to His
love; the surrenderof our wills to His purpose; and all of these
gathered up in adoration - the most selfless emotion by which
our nature is capable and therefore the chief remedy for that
self-centeredness which is our original sin and the source of all
actual sin.

- William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury

So, may God be worshiped here and in this place by a glad and obedient people!

1 When the church serves the demands of the consumer, Biblical worship gets turned on its head (cf,
Rom.12:1ff) Biblical worship is about the worshipper becoming consumed, in service to God, and
meeting His preferences not the other way around.
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PRAYER

Today, | want to pick up the second calling that God has put before us as a

fellowship. He calls us to be a praying people. Like worship, prayer is also

something God calls us to practice in community. Corporate prayer can be a great

cure for the self absorbed and self consumed which is a bug that can bite any of us.

By definition, prayer diverts most of your attention away from yourself and on to

God. At least it should. Also like worship, prayer comes as a command. James says,

o#11 £AAOGO O1 T1TA AT T OEAO. ADEABOEB KAEAT BIOA OAUT
your sins for one another andprayto AAAE 1 OE A @8ad senseitivbeda | A

prayer turns from addressing God to a mini sermon for the benefit of those who are

present. And when we do this, God is no longer the object.

In our text this morning God tells us that when our praying is regulated by His word,
that He takes great delight in our prayers. Beloved, our prayers please Him; He
wants to be asked and amazingly so, He seeks us out to have fellowship with us. So,
this morning | want to fold two together two passages, one from Proverbs 15 and
one from Luke 18.

TwO TEXTS ON PRAYER

First, Pr.15:18 gives us two big lessons about prayer. Second, the two men at prayer
in Luke 18 illustrate these same two lessons. | hope to close with some lessons and
promises of Jesus about prayer.

The first lesson about prayer in Pr. 15:18 contains a warning: Prayer can actually
be an abominationtothe LORD. 4 EA OAATT A 1 AOOI T EOh j AT A OE

A N s A
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First, Proverbs offers us a terrible warning about prayer that God wants us to
know about8 (A OAUO ET OE fhe BErific® @ thOwWidked isbtn/E 0 O8 pu -
abomination to the LORD.

i x OEA OAAOI prayey canbbdan dbdntinatiorOnheh @ says Gacrificesd
is because the prayer of the upright in the second half of the sentence corresponds
to sacrifices in the first half of the sentence. There is a parallelism here. Prayer isa
sacrifice of time, effort, and thought. Peter speaks of the sacrifices of praise, which is
a kind of praying. Sacrifices themselves are a kind of prayer or communication
offered up to the Lord, acknowledging His holiness. Both prayers and sacrifices can
be abominable to the Lord.

And that sounds strange to us because God talk today has been co-opted by the

belief that God tolerates every kind of religious expression no matter how or what it

is. In our day, God is way too nice to abominate anything. But, beloved, thisisa

serious thinking error about God. But, how is it that God would find the
sacrifices.saA OE FEEAAO (A POAOAOEAAA ET , AOGEOGEAOOh A
xEAO OEA xEAEAA AOA OODBPDPI OA O AT 81T £EZAO OAAC
understand my question? What else would the wicked do to find favor with God but

to offer sacrifices and pray to Him?

$117160 Ul O OEETE (A58O0 OAUEI ¢ OEAO OEAOA EO A
God the sacrifices of our time, money, prayers that is far removed from and even

opposed to what He intended by the commandment to pray or offer sacrifices to

Him? Even in the Old Testament, God was never after religious ritual or sacrifices

OEAO AEAT 60 OAAI AAO 1O I AGAE OEA EAAOO 1T £ OE
Deut. 10:16 says, O # E O A QdudhEan; And stiffenUT OO T AAE 11 111 CAO86
@ircumcise yourselvestt OEA , /2% ''T A OAI T OA OBA £ OAOGEE
vpdpxh O4EA OAAOEAEAAOC T &£ 'T A AOA A AOI EAT C

"TAh 916 xEii 116 AAOPEOAS8H
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JesussaidinMark12:33h  O4/ , /6% () - ' 1T AY 7)4( !,
ALL YOUR MIND AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

DOAUET ¢ AT A OAI ECET OO0 POAAOCEAAO A1I160
before God, then, God finds that hypocritical and an abomination.

AS YOURSELF, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices8 0 )y £ 1T 00
i AOAE

I'xh T £ AT DOOA OEEO EOI 60 A pPIiDdIi AO OEAxXx 1

God tolerates everything and calls everything good then He has no hatred of evil. So,
to tolerate everything is to object to nothing.

What kind of God thinks it is just fine for men to sexually abuse boys and girls, even
if they do so under the guise of religious belief? The spiritual leader of the
fundamentalist Latter Day Saints, is serving a prison sentence for having been found
guilty of two counts of raping young girls. Many of his followers moved to Texas and
are now under investigation for more sexual abuse of young girls. They argue that

EO EO '"T A0 xEI1T &£ O OEAI OI Al OEEOS
expression? What about little boys and girls who have been abused? Thank God
OEAOA EO A EOACA xEI OAEAh EO EO 'T AB8O

Sexual abuse is an abomination to the Lord. Also, why is it that we find such

practices, even under the guise of religion an abomination? We do so because of our
Christian heritage and the teachings of the Lord Jesus. Lk.17:2 Ok is better for him

that a millstone were hung about his neck, and he be cast into the sea, than that one
shouldoffend T A T £ OEAOA 1 EOOI A 1T1A086

You never heard anything like this from the Greek or Roman cultures in all of their
glory. Children were routinely abused in both cultures. Fathers had the legal right

Ol EEIT OEAEO AAAU GCEOI Otwasahe Chisskians whe& AT 6 O

went into the forest and by the seashore and rescued thousands of baby girls
abandoned by their fathers.

The Aztecs brutally killed children, holding up their beating hearts to the sun and
the moon, so that the gods would allow the cosmos to carry on. Cortez and his men
were horrified. No wonder, Christianity was so easy to embrace in Central America.
Why do we find such sacrifices an abomination? We do so, because where the
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teachings of the Lord Jesus have prevailedbyGodd O | AOAU EO AxAEAT O OE!/
hearts that it is wrong to abuse children.

Beloved, there are things that God hates. And hate is a necessary counterpart to

11T OA8 91T O AAT 80 11 OA Uil OoOrhdided&thatGeddoves AT A 11 O
everyrAl ECET 00 A@POAOOEIT EO A&l T1EOET AOOS (A
an abomination to the Lord.

"O00 OEAOA EO O1i AGEET ¢ AT OGA "1 A EAOAOG OEAO ~

hates it when we come before Him in prayer with a proud heart.

JESUSGPARABLE OF THE PHARISEE
AND THE TAX COLLECTOR AT PRAYER (LK.19:9-14)

And He [Jesus] also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt .

"Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax

collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, | thank You that

| am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
| fast twice a week; | paytihes of all that | get.'

Now, the Pharisee had a great reputation in the community, as a conservative and
religious person. He had a high standard of morality. But, his heart was swollen

xEOE DOEAAS ( A OrAekdcdrdbf his &k méréband rdlididus ' T A 8
accomplishments stood on its own (in his mind).

i 1T17T06 1 EEA 1T OEAO
O OAAT T U COAOAAEDI

Qu

Yes, hedoesbegin AU OA UHankCh AOPEA O )
i ARA EO Al AAO OEAO EA xAOI
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OAUOh EO) I'@BRATEO AT AO Of1 O1 A as@icérdadttiedvord OO EOBS O
O$AEDO OEA COAAOETI ¢ T &# A 1AOOAO O OEA )238
that may not be the true reflection of your heart.

He really believes his religious and moral life qualifies him for an audience with God.
If God judged everyone on a bell curve, surely he would be found righteous. His

60666 AT A A1 EEAAT AA OAAIT 1T U EOI 606 ET "1 A AO
sentence. 0) 61 T 1 O 1 EEAD) OERAGMENSS a0)O0)MAIOA8Ioh 1 EEA OFE
O EOOOh AADI OAOAOOKh (Y&i 116 1 EEA OEEO OA@ Al

autobiography. His heart remains unbroken, stone cold and unmoved by his own

sin or need of forgiveness or the need ofthemanne@® O EEi 8 ) 060 AEI | A/
AAATT AARO AAT 0O EEI OAT £ AT A AT 1 O0AI PO O xAOA
Lord even if it comes in the expression of a prayer.

When the heart of the one praying trusts in the record of his own righteousness, and

holds others with contempt, judging them, prayer turns us away from God not closer

toHim./ 1T OEA 1T OEAO EAT Ah $AOEA OAUO ET 008 upgq
*"TAh 910 xEI1l 110 AAOWD DA &idgment'sdiff T OAAR xEAOBS C
congratulation, contempt or mercy, humility and amazement at the grace of God to

OAAAEOA OETTAOO 1 EEA 0OOs 317 h AATT OAAR 1 AOG

Second AU OEA COAAA T &£ '1T Ah OBduIsoyd OAOA AT AOT 60

O YE PRAYER OF THE UPRIGHT IS GOD® DELIGHTA BR.15:88B

What a glorious word of promise! If we are upright, God is joyfully taking great
delight in our prayers. But again, we have questions. David asked, @ho can say, |
have made my heart clean, | am pure from my sin? (Pr. 20:9) Who can claim to be
upright?

Isaiah 66:3 gives some insight into who the upright are in contrast to those who
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bring abominable sacrifices. Isaiah describes the wicked who bring their sacrifices

OE E O He Who glau@hters an ox is like him who kills a man (murde (A OAUO
that their sacrifices are an abomination (3) to the Lord on par with murder. He tells

us why in v. 4. He says, When | called, no one answel, when | spoke they did not

I E O @ddifo8nd them abominable because the people refused to listen to His

voice.

But notice what Isaiah says about those whose D OAUA OO ' T A E AWsisAe ) 080
the man to whom | will look, he that is humble amdntrite in spirit, and who trembles
AOG - U HEIOABG® Al ODPOECEO PAOOITe )O080 i1A xE

Lord, with a broken heart and who trembles at His word.

John Piper wrote this about this text, An upright heart is one that(eelsprecarious in

OEA DPOAOGATAA T &£ "1 A8 )y O OOAT AT AOG AO OEA EAA
AOT T "TAB8O0 EAAAT h AT A OI OGebslakd@dkrpfbrks 01 ( EO E
failings.6

91T 60 AAT 60 CAO OEEO xEOEO AxTAQKODAT) MAORADEA I Ok E
disturbing us, correcting us, laying bear our sin and need for His grace and mercy, if
OEAOA EO 11 OOAIT AT ETC AO '"TAB8O x1 OAh 10O
001 T ACAAT A AAZEI OA (EO A1l AT Tats@ib&ipright ET |
Yes, it includes a changed heart that learns to love His ways, but being upright

AT AOGT 80 1T AAT AAET ¢ xEOET 6O OET 8 y £ xA PO
He gives us the record of his perfect righteousness as a gift to be received by faith.

His work makes us upright.

OAT C
ET AOC

O

$AOEA OAEA EO OEEO xAU ET 008 och O"1 AOOGAA E
whose sin is covered. Many are the pangs of the wicked but the steadfast love

surrounds him who trusts in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous

AT A OEI OO0 #£1 O EiUh All Ul O OPOECEO ET EAAOOS
Lord...in the mercy of God to forgive, help, save and change us. The upright heart

magnifies the grace and power of God and elevates His sufficiency. It displays it to

Al OEA EAAOGATT U AAETI ¢cOh EO AEOPI AUO 'TAB8O C
has happened to us. It spreads the hope we have in Him. It puts the wonder of his
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power and love on display. And God then takes great joy and delight in our prayers
because they will speak of His purposes to reconcile sinners to Himself through faith
in His Son, The Lord Jesus. And that grace also makes us fall in love with doing good
as well.

PRAYERS LIKE THESE ARE A FRAGRANT AROMA TO THE LORD

The small community | grew up in had a bakery in the middle of town. On Saturday

mornings would drive down to pick up Saturday morning donutsand O OB O AT OO O8 &
7EAT Ui O ¢ci O AAT OO A EAI £ A Al T AEoEOI I OEA (
smell the aroma of fresh bread and donuts baking in the ovens. The rich aroma of

that bakery was so inviting and so delightful that you lost all resistance to its will.

T A OAUOh O4EA DPOAUAOO Duprddishre heatwbaoE O AOA ( E
"'T A0 AAOT OEOA &I 1 A8

"But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his
eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the
sinner!" [Jesus said,] | tell you this man went down to his house justified rather than
the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles
EEIi OAl £ OEAI 1T AA AgAl OAA8O

SO, BELOVED, LISTEN TO JESUS ON PRAYER.

O0O0AU AT A AiT80 11 0A EAAOOS8S , E8puydp

O00AU &I O OEI OA xE44 DAOOAAOOA Ui 686 - 0068 v
Ol'TA xEAT Ui & POAUR Al 11060 EAADP Ob AiPOU DPEC
O00AU 1 EEA OEEOR O/ 00 &AOGEAO xEI AOO ET EAAC
O0) £ Ui &6 AAEAA ET - A  Askvhatever youw Wish/d itwiAeeAA ET U1
done for youod Jn.15:17
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AND WITH AN UPRIGHT HEART JOIN OTHER IN PRAYER,

O4EAU AAOI OAA OEAI OAI OGAO O OEA DPOAUAOO8B8S ! A
O$AOT OA Ul OOOAT VAOG 01 POAUAOh EAAPET C Al A0OO
Col.4:2

Oneofthe benefitsT £ ET ETET ¢ A POAUAO 1 AAOET ¢ EO OEAO
distractedAT A x AT AAO ET UT OO0 OEI OGCEOO xEAT Ui O AO
focused you can become when you join your prayers with those of others.

O00AU xEOEI OO0 AAAOET Cc86 'TA AO *AOOO AT A OE
We need both because we will never go deep with God on the run no matter how
often you do.

The sacrifices of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord. But the prayers of the
upright (the broken, those who tremble at His word, those who have come to love
the gospel ofgrace)inOEAT EA OAEAOGPQBRA A@n AATI ECEO8 O
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