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THE RISEN JESUS HEALS PETERȭS GUILT AND SHAME 

JOHN 21:15-17 

BY PASTOR JIM LINCOLN ON MARCH 23, 2008 
 

Peter had a leaky valve in his heart that needed some surgery by the Great Physician.  Just a 
few days earlier, Peter denied the Lord three times.  He even took a formal oath before 
witnesses bringing curses down on his life if he knew Jesus (Mk.14:71). A few days later and 
ÃÒÕÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÉÌÕÒÅȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎÙ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ 
ÁÍÏÎÇ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȢ (Å ÊÕÓÔ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÏÏ ÇÕÉÌÔÙ.  So, along, with the other disciples, he went 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 'ÁÌÉÌÅÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ËÎÅ× ÂÅÓÔȟ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇȢ   (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÏÒË ÏÕÔ ÓÏ ×ÅÌÌ 
ÅÉÔÈÅÒȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÆÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÂÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÃÁÒÅ ÕÐ Á ÍÉÎÎÏ×Ȣ  .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÉÄ ÈÅ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ 
down, he even fails at whÁÔ ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓ ÂÅÓÔȢ  0ÅÔÅÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÏÒË ÒÉÇÈÔȢ  
 
But, beloved, things changed.  The next morning the risen Jesus shows up on the beach 
ÁÂÏÕÔ Á ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÙÁÒÄÓ Á×ÁÙȢ  !Ô ÆÉÒÓÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ (ÉÍȢ   (Å ÙÅÌÌÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ 
Ȱ(Ï×ȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÓÈÉÎÇȩȱ  4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ.ÏÔ ÓÏ ÇÏÏÄȢȱ  ȰTry lowering your nets on the right side of the 
boatȢȱ   !ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÕÇÈÔ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÆÉÓÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÕÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÔȢ  
4ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȢ  *ÏÈÎ ÔÅÌÌÓ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ Ȱ0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȦȱ  )Î Á 
flash, Peter put on his shirt, dove in, and began to swim like a dolphin to Jesus. Oh Peter, how 
we love you.  You show us the grace of God like no one else.  
 
"ÕÔȟ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ÒÅÁÄÙ to lead others in the spread of the gospel. There were 
just too ÍÁÎÙ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇȢ  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ 
ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÇÒÉÐ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÄ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÎÏ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ (ÉÍȢ  
0ÅÔÅÒ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÊÏÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏÏË ÉÎ him.  Most importantly, Peter 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÙÅÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÒÒÅÖÏÃÁÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÅÒÉÓÈÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢ  5ÎÔÉÌ 
ÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÓÁÆÅ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ 
×ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÎÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÉÎ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î 
heart for him to share. 
 
0ÅÔÅÒ ÈÁÓ Á ÌÅÁËÙ ÖÁÌÖÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔȢ  "ÕÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÎÇȢ  
In verses 15-ρχ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ (ÉÓ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔȢ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ 
what I want to do this morning.  I want us to look at three stages of the operation. 1. The 
Diagnosis 2. The Surgery  3. The Outcome 
 

THE DIAGNOSIS  
Where did Peter get off track?  Well, it started on the night that Jesus was arrested.  In the 
upper room Jesus told Peter that he was going to deny him.  But Peter challenged the Lord, 
In Mtt.26:23 
 
Ȱ.Ï ,ÏÒÄȟ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ×ÒÏÎÇȢȱ  (Å ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ.ÏÔ ÍÅȢ  Even though all of these (the other disciples) fall 
Á×ÁÙ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÆÁÌÌ Á×ÁÙȢȱ And Jesus said to Peter, Ȱ0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÃË 
ÃÒÏ×Ó ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÅÎÙ -Å ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÉÍÅÓȱȢ  
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&ÒÏÍ ÈÉÎÄÓÉÇÈÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢ  0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰLord, if you say 
)ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÁÌÌ Á×ÁÙȟ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÓ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÉÔȟ ÉÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÔÒÕÅȢ  0ÌÅÁse help me with this.  
-ÁËÅ ÍÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇȢ  #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÍÙ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȢ  'ÉÖÅ ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ ) ÓÈÏÕÌÄȢȱ 
 
)ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰNo, Lord. That may be true about the others but not so with me.ȱ  !ÎÄ 
then he added, ȰEven if I have to die with you, I WILL .%6%2 $%.9 9/5Ȧȱ   In John 13:37, 
Peter saidȟ Ȱ) ɉÎÏÔ ×ÅɊ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÁÙ ÄÏ×Î ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢȱ  Peter thought the rock upon which Jesus 
would build His church was the rock of his own superior courage and strength. He would 
come to realize that the rock is not hÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȟ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
Christ, the Son of the Living God. 

 

PETERȭS COLLAPSE OF COURAGE 
.Ï×ȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÍÁËÅ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎÃÉÓÉÏÎȟ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ÁÓËȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
disciples that night when Peter denied the Lordȩȱ  4ÈÅÙ ÒÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÌÌÓ ÉÎ ÆÅÁÒȦ  !ÌÌ ÂÕÔ 
Peter and John ran away as fast as they could.  So, before we get too hard on Peter, just 
remember that it would have been less loving to have joined the other and run away.  
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÉÍÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÁÌ as it was, compelled him to follow Jesus after His arrest 
and to risk his life for his friend.  Yes, Peter blew it big time.  But he did so while loving him.  

 

THE DENIALS: 
After they arrested Jesus, Peter stood in the courtyard of the high priest while Jesus was 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÒÉÅÄȢ  7ÁÒÍÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÈÁÒÃÏÁÌ ÆÉÒÅȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÐÒÉÅÓÔȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔ 
girls recognized Peter.  She said, Ȱ9ÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .ÁÚÁÒÅÎÅȢȱ  0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× 
what you are talking about.ȱ  Then, Peter went out to the gate.  The servant girl followed him 
ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÉÍÅȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȦȱ  And for the second time, Peter 
denied it.  A little later some others said, Ȱ#ÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȢȱ  Hearing 
that, Peter began to curse himself and he swore to them, Ȱ) ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ 
ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔȢȱ  And just at that moment the cock crowed and Peter remembered the words 
of Jesus.  He looked up and saw Jesus being led out.  He was right in front of Peter, and He 
looked at Peter.  Their eyes met, their hearts met, and Peter ran out weeping bitterly broken 
with guilt (Mk.14:62-72).  The last denial was the worst, because Peter made a maledictory 
ÏÁÔÈ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÉÆ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÌÙÉÎÇȢ  4Ï ÃÕÒÓÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÍÅÁÎÔȟ Ȱ)ȭll be 
ÄÁÍÎÅÄ ÉÆ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈȢȱ  ,ÉËÅ *ÅÐÈÔÈÁȟ ɉ*ÕȢςρȡσπ-40), Peter made a rash and 
ÆÏÏÌÉÓÈ ÖÏ×Ȣ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÉÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÒÁÖÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÄÅÅÐÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÉÓȢ And he was crushed under the 
weight of his guilt. He wept and ran a×ÁÙȢ  )Î 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ be the last encounter 
he would have with Jesus on this earth.  Jesus is dead and his last words about Him were lies 
to save his own skin.  
 
)Î 2ÏÂÅÒÔ "ÏÌÔȭÓȟ A Man For All Seasons, the daughter of Thomas Moore pleads with her dad 
to recant of his word so ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁËÅȢ  -ÏÏÒÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÄ (ÅÎÒÙ 
ÔÈÅ 6)))ȭÓ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ÔÏ !ÎÎÅ "ÏÌÅÙÎȢ  .Ï×ȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÅØÅÃÕÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȢ  "ÕÔ ÓÈÅ 
pleads with him and tells him that his word is not worth dying for.  Thomas Moore says to 
his daughter, Ȱ-ÅÇȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÍÁËÅ Á ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÌÉËÅ 
×ÁÔÅÒȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÂÒÅÁË ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÏÕÔȢ  9ÏÕ 
not only lose the promise you also lose ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȢȱ 
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Peter made all of these great ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÖÏ×Ó ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ËÅÅÐȢ  (Å ÈÕÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
heavy weight of his faith on the thin wire of his pride.  He was certain that his love and 
courage were stronger than that of the others. Yet, at the critical moment when his claim 
was put to the test, he failed so badly and so completely.    
 
He opened his hands, and the water of his promise and of himself ran out onto the ground of 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÕÒÔÙÁÒÄȢ  !ÎÄ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ Á ÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÂÁÃËȢ  (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 
ever said words and wished the moment you said them that you could grab them out of the 
air and stuff them back down? When it really counted he lied to save himself.  
 
There was no consolation.  There was nothing anyone could say to him that would make 
this right.  Do you think ×ÏÒÄÓ ÌÉËÅȟ Ȱ4Ï ÅÒÒ ÉÓ ÈÕÍÁÎȢȱ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÍÁËÅ ÍÉÓÔÁËÅÓȢȱ ÏÒ Ȱ4ÈÉÎË 
ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȢȱ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÈÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔȩ  (ÅȭÓ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
take those words back and he knows it.    Has anything like this ever happened to you?  If 
PeÔÅÒ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÒÅÃÏÖÅÒȢ  %ÖÅÒÙ 
excuse, every explanation will fall short.  Everything he has built his life and personal 
identity on, the structure of his being went up in flames.  He now knows that hÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÙ 
ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅȢ  !ÎÄȟ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏ× ÏÎÅ ÓÔÅÐ ÃÌÏÓÅÒ ÔÏ ÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȢ  
But he needs a good heart surgeon.  Jesus is the only one who can heal that wound.  OK.  
4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÉÓȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȢ 

 

THE SURGERY 
There is a violent grace about this.1  Before Peter can recover he must first face the music.  
Before he can discover the sufficiency of Jesus he must recognize how insufficient his 
ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓȢ  0ÅÔÅÒ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ his weaknesses.  Jesus 
×ÁÒÎÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÌÏÖÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢ  "ÕÔ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÉÎÓÉÓÔÅÄȟ Ȱ/ÔÈÅÒÓ 
ÍÁÙ ÆÁÉÌ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÍÅȢȱ 3Ï ÉÎ ÖÅÒÓÅ ρυ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓËÅÄ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ 
truly love me more than theseȟȱ it was like a knife in a wound.  Peter ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȟ ȰYes, Lord.  
9ÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ÌÏÖÅ 9ÏÕȢȱ 
 
"ÕÔ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ Ô×Ï ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÓȡ 
  

                                                             
1 After the death of Martin Luther King Jr.  Robert Kennedy quoted Aeschylus (6c. BC), 

  

"Even in our sleep, pain which can't forget falls drop by drop upon the heart, 
until, in our own despair, against our will, comes wisdom through the awful 
grace of God." 

 

 In Psalm 38:2 David wrote, "Thine arrows have sunk deep into me." (Ps.38:2) 
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First, Peter leaves off the comparisonȟ ȰÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅÓÅȢȱ  Humbled by all this, he now 
ËÎÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÙ better than the other disciples.  As painful as that was, it was critical 
for Peter.  If he was ever to lay hold of the gospel, he must lay aside any idea of competing 
×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ ÉÔȢ  4ÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰAll have sinned and 
ÆÁÌÌÅÎ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ  'ÏÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÔÈÁÎ 
someone else.  If the Lord should mark our iniquities none of us could stand before Him.  )ÔȭÓ 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but by His mercy He saved us.  It is by grace 
that you have been saved and not of works lest any man boast, and that includes Abraham, 
Moses, David, Peter, Paul, you and me. This loving relationship we get to enjoy with God is a 
ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÉÔȢ 4Ï ÌÁÙ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 
ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅÎÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÕÍÂÌÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÍÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ   
 
3ÅÃÏÎÄȟ 7ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÅȩȱ (Å ÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË ×ÏÒÄ ȰÁÇÁÐÅȱ for the 
%ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÌÏÖÅȢȱ  !ÇÁÐÅȟ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙ ÏÔher word, is about selfless commitment.2  
*ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ ÁÓËÉÎÇ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ȰDo you love me with selfless commitment?ȱ  0ÅÔÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÅÎÉÅÄ 
ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȢ  (Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÓ ÕÓÅÄȢ 0ÅÔÅÒ 
ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰYes Lord, You know that I ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕȢȱ "ÕÔ ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ agape.  He uses the word phileo. 
Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÕÔȟ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÇÁÐÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÒ ÓÅÌÆÌÅÓÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔȱȢ  Phileo 
ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÆ-sacrifice of agape love.  He wants Jesus to know 
that he lovÅÓ (ÉÍ ÂÕÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÕÓÅÄȢ    
 
Like Nathan before David, Jesus is bringing Peter to a place of accountability for his great 
ÃÌÁÉÍȢ  (Å ÉÓ ÅØÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÎÄȢ  (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÉÓȩ  !Ô ÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ hard for me to 
ÓÁÙ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȢ Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ) ÄÏȟ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÈÙÐÏÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÔÈÉÎÇ )ȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ 
flashes before me and shoots that claim full of holes.  But that is just what the Lord wants us 
to consider! 
 
The first step in healing of guilt is to Ï×Î ÕÐ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎȢ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÌÁÍÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÅØÃÕÓÅÓȢ   
 
Ȱ) ËÎÏ× ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÂÁÄ ÔÅÍÐÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ) ×ÁÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ.ȱ 
 
Ȱ) ËÎÏ× ) ÁÍ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌȟ ÂÕÔ 'ÏÄ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ 
 
Ȱ) ËÎÏ× ) ÁÍ ÌÕÓÔÆÕÌȟ ÂÕÔ 'ÏÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÓÅØ ÄÒÉÖÅȢȱ 
 
Ȱ9ÅÓ ÍÙ ÅÔÈÉÃÁÌ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÏ×ȟ ÂÕÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔȢȱ 
 
Ȱ) ËÎÏ× )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÚÙ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ) ÁÍȢ  !Ô ÌÅÁÓÔ )ȭÍ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÕÔÈÅÎÔÉÃȢȱ 
 
,ÏÏËȟ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕȭre ready to take responsibility for your actions and own up to them you will 
never be free.  David said,  

                                                             
2 D.A. Carson argues that too much is made of the distinction between agape and phileo.  In his 

commentary on John he makes a good case for the similarities of these two Greek words.  He argues 

that Jesus reasons are stylistic and not a contrast in meaning.  Although he is correct to say that these 

words aren'Ô ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓÔÅÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÂÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÌÌÕÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ 

by the potential contrast.  So, I have maintained that contrast here.   
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Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ) ËÅÐÔ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ ÓÉÎ ÍÙ ÂÏÄÙ ×ÁÓÔÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÈÙ ÈÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÁÖÙ 
upon me.  My vitality was drained.  Selah.  Then I acknowledged my sin to Thee and my iniquity 
) ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÉÄÅȢ  ) ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ) ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓÅÄ ÍÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÇÒÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ (Å forgave me the guilt of 
my sinȣȭ Be glad in the Lord and rejoice and shout for joy,ȱ (Ps.32:3ff). 
 
0ÅÔÅÒ ÎÏ× ËÎÏ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÌÏÖes the Lord with that great selfless love. But 
what would he say in the presence of the others?  He chose the lesser love to describe his 
ÈÅÁÒÔȢ  !ÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ (Å ÌÏÖÅÓ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ agape love, Jesus shocks 
them all and says, Ȱ&ÅÅÄ -Ù lambs. /+ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÂÌÅ× ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ 
have more to learn about how to love Me...but right now I want you to hear my purpose for 
you.  Go and do the job I have called you to do. Feed my sheep.  My grace is sufficient.ȱ  "ÕÔ 
there is more work to be done. 
 
A Second Time:  In verse 16 Jesus asked Peter a second time, Ȱ0ÅÔÅÒ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ɉÁÇÁÐÅɊ -Åȩȱ 
,ÅÔ ÍÅ ÐÁÒÁÐÈÒÁÓÅȟ ȰOK. Peter, by dropping the reference comparing yourself with these other 
men you have indicated that you no longer believe that you are better than your brothers, and 
that your love for Me is superior to theirs.  But now, dropping all comparisons let me ask you 
ÁÇÁÉÎȟ Ȱ$/ 9/5 ,/6% ɉÁÇÁÐÅɊ -%ȩ  If I ask you a second time in front of these men what will 
you do?  Will you rush to overstate and over estimate your love in front of them or will you 
ÔÈÉÎË ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȩȱ  Oh, how tempting it must have been for Peter to have 
ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÌÏÏË ÇÏÏÄ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÙ ÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇȟ ȰYes, I love you with agape love.ȱ  "ÕÔ 
ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔȢ 
 
Peter resists the temptation to say what he knows not to be the case.  He has blown it big 
time by lying and this time he will choose to lose face before he lies again:  Ȱ,ÏÒÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× 
that I love (phileo) you.  "ÕÔ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÌÏÖÅ 9ÏÕ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÁÓËÉÎÇȢȱ  Again, Jesus 
ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ/+ȟ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ -Ù ÓÈÅÅÐȢȱ 
 

JESUS GOES TO THE ROOT CAUSE 
.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒȢ  (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ 
ÄÉÓÈÏÎÅÓÔÙȟ ÈÉÓ ÒÁÓÈ ÖÏ×ȟ ÄÅÎÉÁÌȟ ÏÒ ÃÏ×ÁÒÄÉÃÅȢ  (Å ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ, Ȱ.Ï× 0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ 
ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȩ  !ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÈÉÃËÅÎ ÏÕÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȩȭ  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÙȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ 
question is not initially behavioral. One of the amazing things about Christianity is that faith 
and sin are motivational before they are behavioral.  Sin is an inward dynamic of the heart 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÕÔ×ÁÒÄ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒȢ  #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÒÅ ÍÏÒÁÌÉÓÍȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
about conforming to a higher moral standard, although there are many rules and standards 
to be kept.  At the heart of the Christian faith, sin and faith are the issues of what we love the 
ÍÏÓÔȢ  !Ô ÉÔÓ ÒÏÏÔȟ ÁÌÌ ÓÉÎ ÅØÐÏÓÅÓ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÌÏÖÅȢ  .Ï×ȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÕÍÂÌÉÎÇ ÂÕÔ ÔÒÕÅȢ 7ÈÅÎ 
×Å ÓÉÎ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÌÏÖÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÉÎ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅr more 
than what God is for us.  Any time we sin we push the Lord away from the center of our 
hearts out onto the margin of our lives and replace Him with something we love more at the 
moment. 
 

A KEY TO FORGIVENESS 
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I recently read about a boss that ruined the career of an employee.  The embittered worker 
went to a Christian counselor about her resentment toward her former boss. The counselor 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ&ÏÒÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÏÓÓȢȱ %ÖÅÒÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÅÔ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÈÉÎÇȢ  Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÆÏÒÇÉÖÅ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÂÏÓÓȦȱ  .Ï× ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ to forgive is good advice.  However her resolutions to forgive 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅ ÈÅÒ ÂÉÔÔÅÒÎÅÓÓȢ   
 
One day it occurred to her why she was so angry.  Her boss had taken away the most 
important thing in her life: her job and her career.  And she was angry about that and justly 
so.  But she began to see that she had made her career the most important thing in her life.  
Instead of letting God name her, she was letting her career name her.  Her entire sense of 
value and worth was hanging on the thin wire of her success.  She realized that she loved 
what she thought her job could give her more than what God had given her in Jesus Christ.  
When she owned up to that and asked the Lord and His love for her to be the greatest love 
and foundation of her life, she found a brand new capacity to forgive her boss.  And she did. 
 
Jesus is pushing Peter to examine what he really loves.  And like all of us, to some degree his 
heart was divided. Jesus forced Peter to think about what he prized, cherished, valued, 
treasured and honored the most.  And if you really do love Jesus, you will come to love what 
He has done for you.  You will receive what He has done for you.  You will prize and cherish 
Him and His love for you above everything else.   
 
.ÏÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÉÓ ÎÏt conditioned on his acknowledging that he loves Jesus 
with agape love.  He never does so here.  And yet, Jesus restores him and ordains Peter, 
ȰPeter, 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ -Ù ÓÈÅÅÐȢȱ 
 
For the third time, Jesus says, Ȱ0ÅÔÅÒȟ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ɉÐÈÉÌÅÏɊ -Åȩȱ  This time Jesus uses the 
lesser word for love that Peter has been using all along.  And this grieved Peter because it 
called into question even the lesser love he has been claiming.  I love his response.  Peter 
says, Ȱ,ÏÒÄ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÁÌÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȠ !ÎÄ, Lord you know the exact degree of love I have for you. 
You know that I blew it.  You know that I denied you to save my skin.  You know that I made a 
foolish vow.  You know that disowned you.  You know the oath I took that brought your curse 
on my life.  You know my guilt and shame.  You know everything.  You have searched me and 
known me when I sit down and when I rise up.  You understand my thoughts from afar. You 
are intimately acquainted with all my ways even before there is a word on my tongue.  Behold, 
O Lord, You know it all.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me It is too high I cannot attain 
it.   But, Lord, I know there is a love you have born in my heart for you and as imperfect and 
ÆÌÁ×ÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÁÌ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ) ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏÏȢȱ   
 
Jesus said, ȰPeter, Feed my dear sheepȢȱ 
 

A SHIFT IN FOUNDATIONS 
7ÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ *ÅÓÕÓ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÅÔÅÒȩȱ  (Å ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
omniscient love Jesus has for him.  The risen Jesus knows everything there is to know about 
him, loved him anyway and called him to serve Him in his kingdom.  Before this day the 
ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÌÏÙÁÌȟ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÏÕÓȟ ÍÏÒÅ 
righteous, more loving of Jesus than any of the other disciples. Peter believed that what 
qualified him for leadership among the disciples was the fact that he was a better man of 
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greater love and integrity.  Before Peter could ever be at peace and lead among these men, 
in the service of the gospel, he would have to let go of that nonsense. He would have to be 
humbled and then receive the love of the One who would love him as no one ever could or 
would.  
 
Beloved, becoming a Christian is transferring your confidence from yourself to Jesus and to 
the love that will never let you go.  Our hearts ache for such love.  You know they do.  They 
ache to be loved unconditionally with an irrevocable, imperishable, and unassailable love.   
 
All of us have failed to love the Lord as we should.  All of us have sin in our past and present 
that would disqualify us to ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅȢ  !ÎÄ ÌÉËÅ 0ÅÔÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÌÅÔ ÇÏ ÏÆ 
our hope in our own righteousness and instead grab hold of the righteous record of Jesus 
that is offered to us by His grace.  By His death and resurrection He offers to take the record 
of our sin on Himself and give us the record of His righteousness as a gift.  No one will ever 
offer you such love.  And that love and grace makes you want to love Him more.   
 

FINALLY: THE OUTCOME 
Peter was healed and became a faithful apostle.  Guess who wrote, Ȱ!Ì×ÁÙÓ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
an answer for the hope that lies within youȩȱ ɉρ0ÅÔȢ σȡρυɊ  It was Peter, who at the critical 
ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȢ /ÎÌÙ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÃÏuld he say this.  
"Ù 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ 
 

Peter denied the Lord three agonizing times beside a charcoal fire.  And three times 
beside a charcoal fire, Jesus reinstated Peter to a place of ministry in His kingdom.  
He offered one affirmation for each denial.  And three times Peter humbled himself 
and restrained his claim of love in front of the other disciples.  Oh what grace!  Peter, 
×ÈÏ ÌÉÅÄȟ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Î 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÕÒÓÅ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ  )Î ÏÎÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȟ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅ (is judgment.  David 
says, Ȱ7ÈÏ ÃÁÎ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ËÅÐÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÐÕÒÅȩȱ  (Pv.20:9) 
 
I once read a story of a young Brazilian girl who grew up in abject poverty in a small village 
near the big city of Sao Paulo.  As a teenager it became obvious to her that she could escape 
her poverty by going to the big city and becoming a prostitute.  So, she ran away from home 
to begin her new career.  When her mother discovered her plans she gathered up all the 
money she could, went to the local drug store and had her picture taken in one of those 
photo booths that take three black and white pictures for a quarter.   Stuffing more than a 
dozen of those picture strips in her purse she bought a bus ticket and rode to the city.  After 
a little research, she entered the lobbies of every hotel she could find and tacked one small 
black and white picture of herself on their bulleting boards.  On the back she wrote this 
ÎÏÔÅȟ Ȱ.Ï ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅȟ #ÏÍÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ  ) ÌÏÖÅ ÙÏÕȢȱ   
 
The resurrected Jesus seeks us out and says something similar to us, Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÓÅ 
you deserve and the justice you deserve on Myself.  Believe in Me and be at peace.  And 
ÔÈÅÎȣÇÅÔ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÄÏȢȱ 
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So, turn to the risen Lord Jesus today.  Turn to the beauty of His grace and forgiveness.  Turn 
to the sweetness of His irrevocable and unassailable foriveness.  And listen to Peter who 
said,  
 
 ȰBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÙÏÕ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÒÅÊÏÉÃÅȢȱ ɉρ0ÅȢρȡσ-4). Amen. 
 

 

 

 


