THE RISEN JESUS HEALS PETER® GUILT AND SHAME

JOHN 21:15-17
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Peter had a leaky valve in his heart that needed some surgery by the Great Physician. Justa
few days earlier, Peter denied the Lord three times. He even took a formal oath before
withesses bringing curses down on his life if he knew Jesus (Mk.14:71). A few days later and
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But, beloved, things changed. The next morning the risen Jesus shows up on the beach
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flash, Peter put on his shirt, dove in, and began to swim like a dolphin to Jesus. Oh Peter, how
we love you. You show us the grace of God like no one else.

©©O0F Al AAOI UR 0 f@aki6thers it shréad df theyos A Therelvere
justtool AT U PEAAAO | EOOEI G8 (A AEAT 50 UAO Elix OEA

6f EEis (A AEAI S0 Ellx OEA COED *AOOO0 EAA 11 EEC

0AOAO AEAT 50 UAO ETIi x EI x iidAMestifpottantlylPéter AAT ECEO

AEAT 680 UAO ETT1x OEA A&ET Al EOUR OEA EOOAOI AAAI AR /
|

EA 1 AAOT O OEAO EA EO OAEA ET *AOOOS 11 OA AT A x
xT T80 EAOA AT UOEEAICO®DT* XAWODT 4BDEAOOxT T80 AA Al
heart for him to share.
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what | want to do this morning. | want us to look at three stages of the operation. 1. The

Diagnosis 2. The Surgery 3. The Outcome
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THE DIAGNOSIS

Where did Peter get off track? Well, it started on the night that Jesus was arrested. In the
upper room Jesus told Peter that he was going to deny him. But Peter challenged the Lord,
In Mtt.26:23

Ol ,1T0Ah Ul 66 0OA x Ofvéngndugh all 6f hes®© (e dher diScipiespfalli A 8

AxAU ) xEI T AnABsAsGaidaeRetdr, OAADASOEH OEEO OAOU T EGCEO A/
AOT xO Ui O xEIl AATU -A OEOAA OEi Ados

1|Page Pastor Jim Lincoln | Hope Fellowship | March 23, 2008



&OT I EETAOEGEOh EO8O AAOU A& O OO Léd, ifyolsdy OEA DOT /

)oi CITETC O AAIT AxAUh AOQ | OAEehdimewithAs] 60 EI ACE
-AEA T A o060 T1Cs8 #EAT CA T U AEAOAAOAOS "EOA T A C
)T OOAAAK MNoALOrA ThatOriaybd tiue bout the others but not so withdne. ! T A

then he added, CEven if | have to die with you, | WILL%6 %2 $ %. BJoen/1%3%,0

Petersaidh O) 11 0 xAQ xEI I PeterAhdughktherdck upod wHicklgeds A O UT O
would build His church was the rock of his own superior courage and strength. He would
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Christ, the Son of the Living God.

PETERG COLLAPSE OF COURAGE
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Peter and John ran away as fast as they could. So, before we get too hard on Peter, just

remember that it would have been less loving to have joined the other and run away.
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and to risk his life for his friend. Yes, Peter blew it big time. But he did so while loving him.
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THE DENIALS:

After they arrested Jesus, Peter stood in the courtyard of the high priest while Jesus was
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what you are talking abou Then, Peter went out to the gate. The servant girl followed him
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of Jesus. He looked up and saw Jesus being led out. He was right in front of Peter, and He

looked at Peter. Their eyes met, their hearts met, and Peter ran out weeping bitterly broken

with guilt (Mk.14:62-72). The last denial was the worst, because Peter made a maledictory

I AOE DOOOET ¢ EEI OAl £ O1 AAO OEA AOOOCA)lid&E 'T A EA ¢
AATTAA EE )61 BBO OEKEREF &-80f Belkerh@d@@@BBC p d o
A T1EOE O x8 91 0 AAT 60 AE GCAntdfie @®cr@i@duddértie OAE AAA D/
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he would have with Jesus on this earth. Jesus is dead and his last words about Him were lies
to save his own skin.

YT 21 AA @@an'Foér AliCséaddmie daughter of Thomas Moore pleads with her dad
torecantofhiswordsoOEAO EA x1 01l AT60 AA AOOT AA AO OEA OOA
OEA 6)))60 i AOOEACA O61 'TTA "11AUT 8 .1 xh EABO |/
pleads with him and tells him that his word is not worth dying for. Thomas Moore says to

his daughter, O- ACh xEAT Ui &6 |1 AEA A POI T EOA Ui &6 AOA Pd
x AOAOS y £ UT O AOARAAE UI OO0 POIT i EGA EOC8O 1 EEA b
not only losethe promise you also lodg i OOOAT A8 6

2|Page Pastor Jim Lincoln | Hope Fellowship | March 23, 2008



Peter made all of thesegreat Al AET O AT A POl I EOGAO AT A Oi xO EA AT O
heavy weight of his faith on the thin wire of his pride. He was certain that his love and

courage were stronger than that of the others. Yet, at the critical moment when his claim

was put to the test, he failed so badly and so completely.

He opened his hands, and the water of his promise and of himself ran out onto the ground of
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ever said words and wished the moment you said them that you could grab them out of the

air and stuff them back down? When it really counted he lied to save himself.

There was no consolation. There was nothing anyone could say to him that would make
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take those words back and he knows it. Has anything like this ever happened to you? If
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excuse, every explanation will fall short. Everything he has built his life and personal

identity on, the structure of his being went up in flames. He now knowsthathA8 O T 1 O AT U
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But he needs a good heart surgeon. Jesus is the only one who can heal that wound. OK.
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THE SURGERY

There is a violent grace about this.1 Before Peter can recover he must first face the music.
Before he can discover the sufficiencyof Jesus he must recognize how insufficienthis

£l O1 AAGET1T A1 O I EZEA xAOS 0 A Ods Qealtnésskd Bs@ | EOOAT Ol
x AOT AA EEIi OEAO EEO 11 0A xAO 116 AOG 060iT1C AO E/
i AU EAET Ui Oh AOO 110 1 A86 31 ET OAOOA pu xEAT (
truly love me more than thesé idwas like a knife inawound. Peter AT O x A @4 loid. O

91 O ETTx OEAO ) 11 06A 91086

"O0O0 0AOAOBO AT OxAO AEAEAAOO AOI I OEA ,1 0A80 NOAO(

1 After the death of Martin Luther King Jr. Robert Kennedy quoted Aeschylus (6c. BC),

"Even in our sleep, pain which canforget falls drop by drop upon the heart,
until, in our own despair, against our will, comes wisdom through thesful
grace of God

In Psalm 38:2 Daviavrote, "Thine arrows havesunk deep into me (Ps.38:2)
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First, Peter leaves off the comparisonh | IOOA O E AtiumisheH By @llktasthe now

ETT xO OEAO bdtdrdhén the dther disciplds. As painful as that was, it was critical

for Peter. If he was ever to lay hold of the gospel, he must lay aside any idea of competing
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that you have been saved and not of works lest any man haastthat includes Abraham,

Moses, David, Peter, Paul, you and me. This loving relationship we get to enjoy with God is a
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Like Nathan before David, Jesus is bringing Peter to a place of accountability for his great
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flashes before me and shoots that claim full of holes. But that is just what the Lord wants us

to consider!
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, 1T Eh OréréeByito tdlkd ré@onsibility for your actions and own up to them you will
never be free. David said,

2 D.A. Carson argues that too much is made of the distinction between agapeand phileo. In his

commentary on John he makes a good case for the similarities of these two Greek words. He argues

that Jesus reasons are stylistic and not a contrast in meaning. Although he is correct to say that these
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by the potential contrast. So, | have maintained that contrast here.
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upon me. My vitality was drained. Selah. Then | ackmolged my sin to Thee and my iniquity
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my sir8 8Be glad in the Lord and rejoice and shout for jogPs.32:3ff).
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what would he say in the presence of the others? He chose the lesser love to describe his
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have more to learn about how to love Me...but right now | want you to hear my purpose for
you. Go and do the job I have called you to do. Feed my sheep. My grace is safficierit. O O
there is more work to be done.

A Second Time: In verse 16 Jesus asked Peter asecondtime, 00 AOAO AT UT O 11 OA | Ag
, A0 1 A b AGCKAReEIOWY Grdpping@he reference comparing yourself with these other

men you have indicated that you no longerlleve that you are better than your brothers, and

that your love for Me is superior to theirs. But now, dropping all comparisons let me ask you
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you do? Will youush to overstate and over estimate your love in front of them or will you
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Peter resists the temptation to say what he knows not to be the case. He has blown it big

time by lying and this time he will choose to lose face before he liesagain: O, T OA UIT O ET 1T x
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JESUS GOES TO THE ROOT CAUSE
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question is not initially behavioral. One of the amazing things about Christianity is that faith

and sin are motivational before they are behavioral. Sin is an inward dynamic of the heart
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about conforming to a higher moral standard, although there are many rules and standards

to be kept. At the heart of the Christian faith, sin and faith are the issues of what we lovethe
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than what God is for us. Any time we sin we push the Lord away from the center of our

hearts out onto the margin of our lives and replace Him with something we love more at the
moment.
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A KEY TO FORGIVENESS
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I recently read about a boss that ruined the career of an employee. The embittered worker

went to a Christian counselor about her resentment toward her former boss. The counselor
OAEAR O&1 OCEOA Ui 60 Al 0086 wOAOU OEI A OEAU
UT OO0 AT OOAOG tofordiveisdodt adkiteCHOW@Aer her resolutions to forgive
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One day it occurred to her why she was so angry. Her boss had taken away the most
important thing in her life: her job and her career. And she was angry about that and justly
so. But she began to see that she had made her career the most important thing in her life.
Instead of letting God name her, she was letting her career name her. Her entire sense of
value and worth was hanging on the thin wire of her success. She realized that she loved
what she thought her job could give her more than what God had given her in Jesus Christ.
When she owned up to that and asked the Lord and His love for her to be the greatest love
and foundation of her life, she found a brand new capacity to forgive her boss. And she did.

Jesus is pushing Peter to examine what he really loves. And like all of us, to some degree his
heart was divided. Jesus forced Peter to think about what he prized, cherished, valued,
treasured and honored the most. And if you really do love Jesus, you will come to love what
He has done for you. You will receive what He has done for you. You will prize and cherish
Him and His love for you above everything else.

with agapelove. ‘He never doeg o) hprg. And yet, Jesus restores him and ordains Peter,
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lesser word for love that Peter has been using all along. And this grieved Peter because it

called into question even the lesser love he has been claiming. | love his response. Peter

says, O, T OA UT O ET T xordybulknow th&ekaqi€gree of love | have for you.

You know that | blew it. You know that | denied you to save my skin. You know that | made a
foolish vow. You know that disowned you. You know the oath | took that brought your curse
on my life. You know my guilt and sime. You know everything. You have searched me and
known me when | sit down and when | rise up. You understand my thoughts from afar. You
are intimately acquainted with all my ways even before there is a word on my tongue. Bghold
O Lord, You know it &l Such knowledge is too wonderful for me It is too high | cannot attain

it. But, Lord, | know there is a love you have born in my heart for you and as imperfect and

-Aed
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Jesus said, (Peter, Feed my dear she@®

A SHIFT IN FOUNDATIONS
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omniscient love Jesus has for him. The risen Jesus knows everything there is to know about
him, loved him anyway and called him to serve Him in his kingdom. Before this day the
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righteous, more loving of Jesus than any of the other disciples. Peter believed that what
qualified him for leadership among the disciples was the fact that he was a better man of
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greater love and integrity. Before Peter could ever be at peace and lead among these men,
in the service of the gospel, he would have to let go of that nonsense. He would have to be
humbled and then receive the love of the One who would love him as no one ever could or
would.

Beloved, becoming a Christian is transferring your confidence from yourself to Jesus and to
the love that will never let you go. Our hearts ache for such love. You know they do. They
ache to be loved unconditionally with an irrevocable, imperishable, and unassailable love.

All of us have failed to love the Lord as we should. All of us have sin in our past and present

that would disqualifyusto AAOAOOA OEA , 1T OAGO 11 OAs 'TA TEEA 0
our hope in our own righteousness and instead grab hold of the righteous record of Jesus

that is offered to us by His grace. By His death and resurrection He offers to take the record

of our sin on Himself and give us the record of His righteousness as a gift. No one will ever

offer you such love. And that love and grace makes you want to love Him more.

FINALLY: THE OUTCOME

Peter was healed and became a faithful apostle. Guesswhowrote, O! 1 x AUO AA OAAAU OI
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Peter denied the Lord three agonizing times beside a charcoal fire. And three times

beside a charcoal fire, Jesus reinstated Peter to a place of ministry in His kingdom.

He offered one affirmation for each denial. And three times Peter humbled himself

and restrained his claim of love in front of the other disciples. Oh what grace! Peter,
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I once read a story of a young Brazilian girl who grew up in abject poverty in a small village

near the big city of Sao Paulo. As a teenager it became obvious to her that she could escape

her poverty by going to the big city and becoming a prostitute. So, she ran away from home

to begin her new career. When her mother discovered her plans she gathered up all the

money she could, went to the local drug store and had her picture taken in one of those

photo booths that take three black and white pictures for a quarter. Stuffing more than a

dozen of those picture strips in her purse she bought a bus ticket and rode to the city. After

a little research, she entered the lobbies of every hotel she could find and tacked one small

black and white picture of herself on their bulleting boards. On the back she wrote this
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The resurrected Jesus seeks us out and says something similartous, 0) EAOA OAEAT OEA .

you deserve and the justice you deserve on Myself. Believe in Me and be at peace. And
OEAT 8CAO AAAE O xEAO ) EAOA AAI 1 AA Ui O OI Ai 8o
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So, turn to the risen Lord Jesus today. Turn to the beauty of His grace and forgiveness. Turn
to the sweetness of His irrevocable and unassailable foriveness. And listen to Peter who
said,

Mlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Chrifitom

the dead to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade

away, reserved inheavenforyou,) T OEEO UT O COAAMPAmén. OAET EAA86 | poO
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